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”CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AND LEARNING
At an assembly held at the beginning of October, a large number of Grade 11 students received Academic Colours. What was
particularly impressive was that ten students met the criteria to qualify for an Honours award. However, excellent academic results do
not happen by chance; they are the culmination of a sustained, collaborative effort between students, teachers and parents. It is thus
not surprising that the University of Pretoria has recognised St Dunstan’s as one of their top feeder schools, where our students gain
access to courses of their choice.

Sunday, 5 October was World Teacher Appreciation Day, which highlighted the critical role teachers play in shaping the lives of the
children they teach. According to Stephen Hawking, “If you look behind every exceptional person, there is an exceptional teacher.” At
St Dunstan’s, teachers focus on developing exceptional students — academically, in sport and culture, and through the school’s seven
core values: service, humility, integrity, truth, respect, courage and love.

At the recent Open Day held at the College, prospective parents commented that the students taking tours were proud to be at St
Dunstan’s, the teachers were passionate and engaging, and that a calm atmosphere was prevalent throughout the school. Parents
who are applying to enrol their children at the College consistently highlight two key factors that they believe are vital for their child’s
future success — excellent academic results and a low staff turnover. These two factors are intricately linked: one cannot exist
without the other.

Our school is blessed to have an experienced and professional staff, and I thank the teachers for their effort and commitment to
ensure that all students, no matter their ability, are encouraged and supported to achieve their best possible results. A Bachelor’s
degree pass rate of 99% in 2024 speaks volumes to the fact that all students are important — not only the top achievers. This
approach contrasts sharply with schools that focus exclusively on results to the detriment of the holistic development of each child.

The Academic Programme is enriched by teachers who understand that extension beyond the curriculum is essential. Organising
outings, tours, Olympiads, ‘Tour de Maths’, workshops, seminars and guest speakers all provide important opportunities for learning
that extend beyond the classroom. Eighteen College teachers have been appointed this year as IEB markers, senior markers,
moderators or examiners, giving our students an invaluable ‘edge’ when preparing for their matric examinations. Participation in sport
and cultural activities further provides a healthy balance to academic pressures, and it is no coincidence that students who perform
well academically are also actively involved in extra-mural activities.

The relationships cultivated between teachers and students are a crucial component of success. Past students often reflect on the
positive impact their teachers have had on their lives. The 2005 and 2015 Dunstonian Reunion held recently was a wonderful
occasion — an evening of shared memories, laughter and reconnection. Although there were more teachers present than
Dunstonians, it was gratifying to hear how well our past students have adapted to life after school.
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The academic build is beginning to take shape. The new hall is planned for completion in May 2026, which will accommodate the
preliminary examinations — much to Fr Jerome’s delight. The STEM Centre, comprising Mathematics classrooms, Life Sciences and
Physical Sciences laboratories and a Technology Centre, will further enhance the existing world-class facilities at our school.

As we celebrate our students’ successes, it is equally important to recognise the enormous contribution our teachers make every day,
and not only on Teacher Appreciation Day. Barack Obama sums up the importance of teachers in any society by stating: “Invest in our
teachers and our children will succeed.”

CLASS OF 2005 AND 2015REUNION EVENING

Alan Lachenicht  - Deputy Head Academics



CLASS OF 2005 AND 2015
REUNION EVENING

Cameron Robertson (Class of 2015) had Mrs Lee Milner,
current Head of the Pre-School, as his Grade 0 teacher at a

school in Bedfordview.  



CLASS OF 2005 AND 2015
DID YOU KNOW...

Danielle Blake (neé Terblanche) (2005) and Sarah Ritchie
(neé Bouch) (2015) are both teachers at the College.

Danielle teaches Life Sciences and Physical Sciences whilst
Sarah teaches Mathematics and Mathematical Literacy.

STAFF AT ST DUNSTAN’S

PRE-SCHOOL
Melissa Herrmann (neé Peck) (2001) - Grade 0000, Kira Quabeck

(2009) - Grade 00, Alison McLachlan (2019) - Grade 000

PREPARATORY
Kayley Cameron (neé Allen) (2012) - Grade 3

COLLEGE
Kirsten Raath (neé Potgieter) (2002) - Deputy Head, Catherine

Sands (neé Reeve) (2006), Candice Preston (2008) , Sarah Boyd
(neé Barclay) (2009), Claire Roux (neé Wolmarans) (2010), Terri

Coulter (neé Greenslade) (2010), James Whitelaw (2017)

INTERNS
PRE-SCHOOL: Zoë Browne (2020), Cayley Mills (2023),

Kemantha Naicker (2023), Tayla Jenkinson (2023)
PREPARATORY: Carla Lichtblau (2021), Jared Chaplin (2024)

COLLEGE: Bianca Devereux (2023)

 

OTHER DUNSTONIANS TEACHING
AT THE SCHOOL



PREPARATORY NEWS
INSTALLATION OF MATTHEW MOOLMAN



FAREWELL TO CAREN KAY - SEPTEMBER



FAREWELL TO CAREN KAY

FAREWELL TO SARAH-JANE CROSS AND LESLEY
NAGY - 1ST DECEMBER



ENCORE
AT ST DUNSTAN’S CATHEDRAL

Encore - A Celebration of Music - was held at the Cathedral on Sunday, 12  October. This is now an annual event on the
school’s calendar where the College, Preparatory and Pre-School gather to showcase musical talent.  The event also serves as

an opportunity to take families back to the humble beginnings of the Preparatory School.
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REMEMBRANCE DAYADDRESS BY MRS GLYNNIS WARD

Among my most cherished memories of my childhood in – dare I say it – the 1950s are those in which my brother and I are sitting in
our beds in the room we shared and listening to bedtime stories read or made up by our mum and dad.  When we were very young,
our dad used to make up stories about a mischievous little boy called Oscar and his talking dog, “Koffie”, but when we were older,
he read us classic tales, including war stories like Reach for the Sky, The Dam Busters and The Great Escape. He knew, and we knew,
that we could read them ourselves, but the truth is, we liked being read to and he enjoyed sharing his favourite books with his
children. 

 Just as much as the stories, we loved the war songs he and my mom used to sing, and, quickly picking up the words, we used to join
in and sing along to songs like The White Cliffs of Dover, Wish me Luck as you wave me Goodbye and We’re gonna hang out the
washing on the Sigfried Line.  Dad told us that some of the World War II soldiers’  favourite songs dated from the First World War, and
he taught us songs like Keep the Home Fires Burning, It’s a long way to Tipperary and Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag.    

My dad turned 16 a month after SA entered the Second World War on the side of Britain, and he enlisted in the SA Airforce. He was
not a pilot, but an aircraft technician who spent time in North Africa and, along with his squadron, took part in the Italian invasion.  
Without going into too much disturbing detail, he shared many anecdotes, often amusing ones, about his days in the South African
Air Force during World War II.  My mom vividly recreated for us the jubilation she and her friends in Johannesburg shared on VE Day
in May 1945, dancing down Eloff Street.

When we were older, we learned about the realities of war – the unimaginable horrors of Trench Warfare in the Great War and the
atrocities of the Holocaust in Europe in the 1940s.  As an English teacher, I taught my students many of the shocking yet poignant
poems of the solider poets like Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon and I showed my history students videos of the liberation of the
Nazi death camps, scenes that stunned even the naughtiest and noisiest students into silence. 
 
Then, in 2007, my husband and I were fortunate enough to be invited by Dr Whitelaw to be part of the inaugural SDC History Tour.  
Visiting the Imperial War Museum in London, Delville Wood, the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, the Normandy
Beaches and  the cemetery at Colville-sur-Mer, to name just a few, and seeing the white crosses, row on row, marking the countless
lives lost during two world wars, was deeply moving.  At Arromanche, we were privileged to meet and talk to a number of veterans
who took part in the D-Day Landings of 1944.

I am so glad that the last twenty-one years of my teaching career were spent at St Dunstan’s, a living memorial to the young men of
the parish who gave their lives in the Great War, and that annually, as a school, we pause to remember, to reflect and to honour not
only those young men whose names appear on the Wall of Remembrance at the Preparatory School, but all those whose lives were
lost in other subsequent conflicts.  As Dr Whitelaw has reminded us in The Dunstonian publication, this places on each of us the
responsibility to conduct ourselves in a manner befitting the memory of those whose sacrifice inspired our existence.  

Glynnis Ward
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REMEMBRANCE DAYSERVICE



NEW BUILDINGSPROGRESS AND RENDITIONS
MEMORIAL HALL - MAY 2026

STEM CENTRE - NOVEMBER 2026

PRE-SCHOOL ADDTIONAL GRADE 0000 CLASS 



PRE-SCHOOL
ABOUT THE PRE-SCHOOL
Our mission is to forge character through a holistic, co-educational, and personalised learning experience grounded in our Anglican
tradition, inspiring every child to flourish and fulfil their potential as they learn to serve others with integrity. Within our Pre-School, we aspire to create
a space where children learn through love, individual attention, and rich, hands-on experiences. Our dedicated teachers live out this vision each day,
upholding our reputation as a leading independent, co-educational Christian school.

While we care deeply about academic growth, we believe a child’s emotional well-being is just as important. Our goal is to nurture kindness,
resilience, and curiosity, helping children to build positive friendships and thrive in their social world. We respect that every child develops at their own
pace, and we see challenges as valuable opportunities to learn.

FROM MRS LEE MILNER - HEAD OF THE PRE-SCHOOL

We follow the ISASA 21st Century Curriculum, offering an integrated approach where students actively engage in problem-solving,
asking questions, acquiring new skills, collaborating in groups, sharing ideas, and participating in enrichment activities that foster
creativity, flexibility and social interaction. Edu-Tumble, a weekly Gross Motor Programme led by Eagle Tumbling coaches, is a
compulsory activity for all classes, with each class attending a 30 to 45-minute session weekly during the school day. Additionally,
Edu-Tumble provides afternoon sports for Grade 0 children, which is a voluntary activity offered free of charge. 

All children participate in weekly Music and BEE-BOT classes as part of the curriculum. BEE-BOTs is a technology-based subject
that introduces our Pre-Schoolers to Coding and programming concepts using mini robots (BEE-BOTs). This not only enhances
sequencing and problem-solving skills but also focuses on developing essential 21st Century skills such as critical thinking,
communication, collaboration and creativity. Critical thinking involves solving problems, creativity encourages thinking outside the
box, collaboration teaches teamwork and communication helps students express their ideas effectively.

Grade 00 and 0 children also attend weekly conversational isiZulu classes - building essential communication skills from an early
age. Learning simple greetings, songs and phrases not only helps children connect with isiZulu-speaking peers and caregivers, but
also fosters respect and appreciation for diversity. At this age, children’s brains are especially receptive to language learning,
making it easier for them to develop strong listening and speaking skills. Starting isiZulu early lays the foundation for
multilingualism, boosts confidence and nurtures a sense of belonging in a multicultural community.

Come and see
for yourself...
Book a tour

today!



CONGRATULATIONS 
Apologies in advance for the quality of the photographs. These would be so much better if people sent us high resolution originals
rather than having to rely on Facebook and LinkedIn for these. Please consider sending us originals, as everyone likes to hear good

news from classmates.
A special thank you to Fr Joe for sourcing information and photographs for this publication, even though he is in Guernsey.

Congratulations to the following parents on the safe arrival 
of their precious bundles of joy:

BIRTHS

Nadine (née Dicks) (2016) and Michael Jennings (2015)
A daughter, Skyler Sienna

JUNE

Kerry (née Baldwin) (2008) and Kyle Visser
A daughter, Emily Charlotte

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Dané (née Hogg) (2013) and Garrett Lucioli
A son, Liam Spencer

Laura and Jordan Jackson (2014)
A daughter, Sunday Jane

Shannon (née Flemington) (2012) and David Wilson
A son, Connor Lee

Lejeanne (neé Marais) (2007) and Bryce Hennessy
A second child - a son, Rourke William

Peta-Anne and Chintan Patel (2008)
A son, James Shailesh

Letisha (neé Lazarus) (2010) and Kaelin Ragavan
A daughter, Eliana Ravavan

OCTOBER

Shellby Verweij (2009) and Michael Caine
A second child - a son, Sebastian

NOVEMBER

Sheena and Matthew Aitken (2002)
A second child - a son, Quinn

Deidré and Clinton Cheia (2011)
A second child - a son



Children are our greatest
.                 . They are our
future NELSON MANDELA
treasure“ ”“

-



Jaime Hill and Sheldon Lloyd (2016)
EARLIER THIS YEAR

Miandi Meyer and Henk van Staden (2011)
AUGUST

Lauri Hansen (2005) and Ryan Goncalves

SEPTEMBER

Meghan Barnard (2015) and Rob Paterson

OCTOBER

Zoe Zisis and Irton de Ascenção (2017)

Ronaldo Luiz (2018) and his partner

Ludmila Subramanian (2017) and Dylan Nienaber (2017)

Taylin Rothman (2020) and Matthew Callaghan

Shanae Levinson and Filip Dos Santos (2011)

Ariella Gordon and Darin Croker (2016)

Claire Martin and Keegan McMaster (2014)

Imuchene Coetzee and Matthew Plenderleith (2016)





Amy and Jesse Wightman (2011)

AUGUST

Cassandra (neé Zipp) (2011) and Brandon Clifford

SEPTEMBER

Nadia and Bradley Kuppasamy (2015)

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Gayle (neé English) (2010) and Jaco van Lingen

JULY

Kayley (neé Allen) (2012) and Tyrone Cameron

Candice and Fabio de Freitas (2016)

Boitumelo Bodigelo (2017) and Mukololo Wa-Ha Radzhadzhi

Devon and Matthew Drake (Collin) (2015)

Ashleigh (neé Wainstein) (2007) and Ryan Haworth

MAY

Natasha (neé Schmidt) (2015) and Bryce Kitching

Celine and Tyron de Villiers (2013)

Antonia and Ivan Humphries (2016)

Stephanie (neé Geldart) (2015) and Marcheal van der Nest

Sharlene and Shanley Perumal (2010)

Melissa (neé Chennells) (2015) and Brandon Joubert





Nothing without “ joy”LORIS MALAGUZZI-

IN LOVING MEMORY...

A single feather, soft and white,
A silent gift in fading light.

It dances down on a gentle breeze,
Rustling through the quiet trees.

I reach to catch it as it falls,
And hear your laughter in the halls.

The past unfolds, a vivid gleam,
A cherished fragment of a dream.

The fragile barb, a wisp of down,
A final whisper from our town.

A message sent to ease the pain,
That you'll be there to guide again.

It sits so lightly on my palm,
A moment of unearthly calm.

No heavy words, no grand display,
Just proof you've not gone far away.

And now it rests, a treasured thing,
A token from an angel's wing.
A simple, yet profound design,
To say, "I'm with you, I am fine".

FEATHERSJoan Bannerman - former Remedial specialist at the
Preparatory School - passed away after a long illness.

AUGUST

Colleague and Tennis coach, Neal Redfern, passed away
suddenly after a short illness.

SEPTEMBER
Molehali Muriel Shuping (2019) and her mother, Thandeka

Constance Shuping, passed away tragically.

NOVEMBER
Elizabeth Haiden - former Head of Mathematics at the
Preparatory School - passed away after a short illness.



SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

CULTURAL ACHIEVEMENT

RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Neshalia Nayager (2016) was admitted as an attorney of the High Court of South Africa.

JULY

Christopher Petersen (2014) received a New Zealand Diploma in Business (Level 5) -
Leadership and Management from Corner Stone Education.

SEPTEMBER

Megan Wrensch (2016) has been granted membership of the Golden Key International Honour
Society. Megan is studying Psychology at Murdoch University in Perth.

Jae Eun Park (2020) currently enrolled as an MBChB student at the University of Cape Town, was
awarded the following prizes:
The Mark Horowitz Prize - the Best MBChB student in *Molecular Medicine. 
*Molecular Medicine is an additional whole-year course that bridges third year medical students into
the intercalated honours degree. (NOTE: An intercalated honours degree is an additional, research-
focused degree to deepen a students knowledge and skills in a specific field).
The Raymond Zetler Book Prize - the MBChB student with the best results in third year Chemical
Pathology.

Jae Eun has featured on the Dean’s List in 2021 and 2023, received the Class medal in 2021, 2022 and
2023, and is a member of the Golden Key Society. Further to this, since starting at UCT in 2021, she has
also been awarded the following:

The Zwarenstein Prize
The Zalmen Atlas Memorial Prize
The Twamley December Scholarship
The AW Sloan Prize
The Hillensberg Trust Bursary
The M R Drennan Memorial Prize

MAY

Tarryn Botha (neé Heard) (2011) is currently performing in MELOMANIA at the Hotel Sky, Sandton.

If you can              it, 
you can do it. WALT DISNEY

dream“ ” -

Jaime van Wyk (2018) is a member of the SPAR Proteas National Netball Team and was part of the
2025 New Zealand and Australia Tour. In 2025, she was selected as Captain of the Jaguars Team in
the Telkom Netball League, where she was also recognised as one of the best players of the season.
Jaime has represented the University of Pretoria’s TUKS Netball Team and is set to join the London
Mavericks for the 2026 Netball Super League season, following her signing in August 2025.

Lara de Beer (2024), College Intern and Netball Coach, has been selected as part of the
Ekurhuleni U21 Final Squad who will play in the upcoming Spar National Championships.

GRADUATIONS
Congratulations to all those Dunstonians who have recently completed their degree. 

Please remember to send us your graduation photographs for the next publication!

Cindy Louise Leighton (neé Smuts) (2014) has been making waves in the global music industry since
starting her career in 2019. She was recently in South Africa promoting her latest release - OBSESSION -
on various media platforms as well as doing various live performances.



HOT OFF THE PRESS..
NEW GRADUATES

VALEDICTORY SERVICE FOR THE
CLASS OF 2025

Looking forward to showcasing graduation photographs in the 2026 publications.

From the University of Pretoria...
Kirstyn Semple (2017) has qualified as a Veterinarian. 

Franchesca de Moura (2018) has completed her Master of Interior Architecture
degree. 

Michelle Huang (2019) is officially Dr Huang.

Kira Worrall (2020) has qualified as an Occupational Therapist.

Basilio Mthombeni (2021) has obtained a BCom Law degree.

Nicole Marais (2022) has obtained a BSc in Actuarial and Financial
Mathematics.

Chloe Cresswell and Basilio Mthombeni -
Head Girl and Head Boy of 2021 light the

Dunstonian candle at the Valedictory ceremony
for the Class of 2025

A SPECIAL ST DUNSTAN’S
COLLEGE TRADITION



DUNSTONIANS SPOTTED AT 
THE PRE-SCHOOL ART SHOW

SPECIAL AWARDS
BEST OF EKURHULENI AND THE DIAMOND ARROWAWARD

St Dunstan's College has once again
received the PMR.Africa Diamond Arrow

Award for the "Best Private School" in
Ekurhuleni. 

This is the twelfth consecutive year that the
school has received this award.  

Mrs Mandy Lachenicht, Head of Marketing,
proudly received the award on behalf of St

Dunstan's College.



DUNSTONIANS SPOTTED AT 
THE PRE-SCHOOL WELCOME MORNING

Chesney Foster (2024) has been
appointed as the Intern for the Grade 0

Llama Class for next year.



Remember that we really enjoy hearing about
your experiences and your careers. PLEASE send

me this information – the next edition of The
Chronicle will be published at the beginning of

APRIL.

If you happen to meet with any Dunstonians whilst
on your travels, please take a picture and send it
to me. Also include details about when, where,

who, etc.

Please follow the school’s LinkedIn,
Instagram, Facebook and TikTok pages, as

well as the Dunstonian Association Facebook.
There is also a Facebook group for your

Matric year.

DUNSTONIAN FACEBOOK PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/Dunstonian/

SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/StDunstansCollege

TIKTOK:
@stdunstanscollegebenoni

INSTAGRAM: 
@stdunstansbenoni

LINKEDIN: Currently 1 343 followers

Should you ever visit Benoni, I would love to show
you all of the facility upgrades on our beautiful

campus. 

On a positive note, I would like to share that from
2026 I will be taking on a new role - Head of
Advancement. This role aligns fundraising (the

Foundation), alumni and marketing.

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed
‘Festive Season’ and a New Year filled with

happiness and prosperity! 

Kind regards,

Mandy Lachenicht

THE EDITOR
mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za

078 422 1018

FROM THE EDITOR
MANDY LACHENICHT

Mandy Lachenicht

COMPLETION DATE OF THIS PUBLICATION:
3RD DECEMBER 

John Davis (Alumni 1948-1952) popped in to visit the awesome 
St Dunstan’s campus and facilities.

It is always a pleasure to welcome Alumni to the campus.
The headmaster at the time was E John Bultler.

A TRIP DOWN MEMORYLANE

https://www.facebook.com/StDunstansCollege

