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Since the beginning of the year, Mr Taylor and I have been interviewing students 

seeking entry into the College. Most of the applications have been for Grade 8 in 

2025, but there have also been a number of Grade 9 –11 students applying to join 

the College. The Grade 8 intake for next year is almost full and a ‘waiting list’ will 

soon be in place.  

 

It has been very interesting to hear why St Dunstan’s has attracted the interest of 

these students, and I have summarised below the main reasons that students and 

their parents have regarded as important when choosing our school. 

 

• Christian values that permeate all areas of the school, with a full-time Chaplain 

and a well-developed pastoral care system.  

• A core focus on academics, maintaining a 100% matric pass rate and a 

Bachelor Degree rate above 90%, which allows students to access tertiary 

courses of their choice. 

• A wide choice of subjects that can be chosen in Grade 10, with no restrictions on subject combinations. Information 

Technology (IT) has been introduced in Grade 10 as a subject this year, which has been well-received. 

• Experienced staff, with a number of teachers who have given more than 20 years’ service to the school.  

• Very low staff turnover, which creates an environment where students feel safe and can excel. Currently there are 9 

teachers at the College who attended St Dunstan’s as students – a remarkable testimony to the positive environment 

that they experienced when they were at school.  

• Access to a wide range of sport and cultural activities. Interestingly, although the school’s facilities are obviously a 

major drawcard, most students stressed rather the desire of being able to participate in well organised activities and 

compete against other schools in leagues and competitions. 

• The importance of Service to others, as stated in the school’s motto ‘I Serve’. 

 

The College was founded 28 years ago. However, in my opinion, not much has changed regarding the key areas that 

prospective students and their parents deem important. Yes, we now have excellent facilities on a stunning campus, but 

the school’s mission statement succinctly sums up the reason for the growth of St Dunstan’s College over the years: 

‘Forging character through a holistic, co-educational and personalised learning experience grounded in our Anglican 

tradition; inspiring all to flourish and fulfil their potential as they serve society with integrity’. 
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Congratulations to Dunstonians who have been showcased in this publication. I look forward to reconnect with the classes 

of 2004 and 2014 at the Reunion Evening on Saturday, 5th October in the newly completed Jardine Pavilion. 

 

Kind regards 

Alan Lachenicht 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THURSDAY: 17 APRIL 

SATURDAY: 19 APRIL 

MONDAY: 21 APRIL 
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The isiKhulu Award 
Congratulations to the 2024 recipient – Mrs Lorraine Emmett 

Meaning: isiKhulu (plural: iziKhulu) – Zulu name literally meaning a ‘great one’, a high ranking warrior, decorated for bravery 
and service, an important person in the Zulu hierarchy, a member of a council of elders.  
 
Citation: The isiKhulu Award acknowledges and recognises members of the St Dunstan’s College community whose 
exceptional contribution to the College over a long period of time epitomises the very essence of the servant leadership 
ethos of the College.  
 

Amongst the guests were some of the 
previous recipients: 
• John Bleazard 
• Don Jones 
• Colleen Becker 
• Angus Paterson 
• Tom Power 
• Patrick Jardine (who is currently on 

the school’s Council) 
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Netball: Dunstonians challenge the 1st team 
This event, which was followed by a ‘High Tea’, was held on Friday, 28th June on the new courts alongside the Jardine 
Pavilion.   
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Apologies in advance for the quality of the photographs.  These would be so much better if people sent us high resolution 

originals rather than having to rely on Facebook and LinkedIn for these. Please consider sending us originals as everyone 

likes to hear good news from classmates. 

A special thank you to Fr Joe for sourcing information and photographs for this publication even though he is in Guernsey. 

Congratulations 

Births Congratulations to the following parents on the safe arrival of 
their precious bundles of joy: 

 
. 
 

6th April 
Jacqui (née Lategan) (2010) and Keaton Pretorius 

A second child – a daughter, Nova Mae  
 

14th April 
Catherine and Andrew Greenslade (2007) 

A son, Jonathan Roger 
 

30th April 
Ashley (née Horne) (2011) and Matthew Tribe 

A daughter, Sadie Grace 
 

8th May 
Heather and Dean Kemp (2005)  

A daughter, Remi Lily 
 

14th May 
Brittany (née Taylor) (2011) and Kyle Hollingworth (2010) 

A second child – a daughter, Amber 
 

14th June 
Ashton (née Charnock) (2012) and Wesley Coulentianos 

A daughter, Alexis Rose 
 

2nd July 
Christina (née Tomescu) (2010) and Gregor Switala 

A son, Alexander 
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17th April 
Kiara van Vuuren and Bradley Smith (2013) 

 
22nd April 

Tanna de Bod (2014) and Bradley Cohoe 
 

23rd April 
Jessica Britt (2013) and Dylan Ullrich 

 
30th April 

Sandra Peyper and Jared Grimley (2008) 
 

3rd May 
Devon Swaré-Stevenson and Matthew Collin (2015) 

 
16th June 

Natasha Schmidt (2015) and Bryce Kitching 
 

29th June 
Jayde Scorer and Joshua Loughran (2015) 

 
3rd July 

Bianca Rentzke (2014) and Shandon Mrazek (2013) 
 

7th July 
Reece Carstens (2014) and Wesley Bester 

 
 

Engagements 



 

 VALUES FOR TERM 2: INTEGRITY AND SERVICE WWW.STDUNSTANS.CO.ZA    011 746 6500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 VALUES FOR TERM 2: INTEGRITY AND SERVICE WWW.STDUNSTANS.CO.ZA    011 746 6500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20th April 
Peta-Anne Leigh and Chintan Patel (2008) 

Peta-Anne currently teaches Grade 4 at the Preparatory School. 
 

18th May 
Lindsay Ward (2007) and Kelvin Tam 

Lindsay currently teaches Drama at the College. 
 

25th May 
Danè Hogg (2013) and Garrett Lucioli 

 
30th April 

Kalan Semple (2011) and Hayley Walton 
 

15th June 
Erin Walker and Tyler Hunter (2013) 

 
20th July 

Megan Warren (2016) and Josh Lines 
 

27th July 
Rebecca Hughes and Brandon Hopping-Mills (2005) 

 
 

Weddings 
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Sheldon Brady Kuppasamy (2016) 
9th July 1998 – 30th June 2024 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 

shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 

crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away." 

Revelation 21:4 

 

With Deepest Sympathy 
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Graduations 

December 
Wade Andrews (2020): Bachelor of Commerce (Strategic Management) from 
Varsity College. 
 

April 
Illana Cook (née Howe) (2000): Bachelor of Arts from UNISA. 
 
Prianka Pather (2018): Bachelor of Science (Computer Science) from the 
University of the Western Cape. 
 
Chantel Pereira Costa (2019): Bachelor of Education (Foundation Phase) from 
the University of Pretoria. 
 
Candace Pharoah (2019): Bachelor of Education Cum Laude (Foundation 
Phase) from the University of Pretoria. Candace was awarded Academic 
Honours.  
 
Teegan Albon (2020): Bachelor of Arts from the University of Pretoria. 
 
Taylin Rothman (2020): Bachelor of Commerce (Business Management) from the 
University of Pretoria. 
 

May 
Kate-lynn Wilson (2007): Bachelor of Education from Stadio. 
 
Lance Ellse (2016): PGCE (Senior Phase and FET) from Stadio. 
 
Jami Beadon (2019): Bachelor of Sports Science from the University of Pretoria. 
 
Gabriella de Gouiveia (2019): Bachelor of Education from Stadio. 
 
Alison Mclachan (2019): Bachelor of Education from Stadio. 
 
Jessica Blignaut (2020): Bachelor of Commerce (Law) from the University of 
Pretoria. 
 
Aidan Boyle (2020): Bachelor of Science (Human Genetics, physiology and 
psychology) from the University of Pretoria. 
 
Jenna Harris (2020): Bachelor of Arts (Law) from the University of Pretoria. 
 
Gugu Madlala (2020): Bachelor of Arts (Law) from the University of Pretoria. 
Gugu has been invited to join the Golden Key Society. 
 
Jarrod McFarlane (2020): Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Pretoria. 
 
Sean van Wyk (2020): Bachelor of Commerce (Strategic Management) from 
Stadio. 
 
Tanika Rother (2021): An Associate Degree in Science from Allen Community 
College in Kansas, USA. 
 
 
 
 

Illana Cook (née Howe) (2000) 

Kate-lynn Wilson (2007) 

Lance Ellse (2016) 
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Prianka Pather (2018) Jami Beadon (2019) Chantel Pereira Costa (2019) Gabriella de Gouiveia and 
Alison Mclachan (2019) 

 

Candace Pharoah (2019) Teegan Albon (2020) Jessica Blignaut (2020) Aidan Boyle (2020) 

Jenna Harris (2020) Gugu Madlala (2020) Jarrod McFarlane (2020) Taylin Rothman (2020) 

Sean van Wyk (2020) 

“Education is our passport 
to the future, for 

tomorrow belongs to the 
people who prepare for it 

today.” - Malcolm X 
 

 
 

Tanika Rother (2021) 
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 APRIL 
Kaylee Nixon (2019) has been invited to join the Golden Key 
Society. 
 

May 
Chintan Patel (2008) was been awarded the prestigious 
Microsoft MVP (Most Valuable Professional) Award in the 
Microsoft 365 category. The MVP Programme is a global 
recognition of technology experts who passionately share 
their knowledge with the community and contribute 
significantly to the tech world. This award signifies not only 
technical expertise but also a dedication to helping others 
and advancing the industry. Being named the 11th MVP in 
South Africa is a testament to his commitment and hard work. 
 

Ciarra Horne (2017) was admitted as an Attorney of the High 
Court. 
 

June 
Matthew Fenton (2007) received his PEng qualification/ 
designation. 
 

July 
Maxine Turner (née Grose) (2016) received the ‘Prestigious 
Postgraduate Degree Award’ for her Master of Pharmacy 
degree at the University of the Witwatersrand Faculty of 
Health Sciences Awards Evening. 
 

Carly Lakin (2016) was admitted as an Attorney of the High 
Court. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent Achievements 

Sporting Achievements 
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Sporting Achievements continued… 
GOLF  
Casandra Alexander (née Hall) (2017) played in the Ladies US Golf Open which was held at Lancaster Country Club, 
Pennsylvania.  She made the cut - an awesome achievement in a major event! 
 

NETBALL  
• Jamie van Wyk (2018) was awarded “Best Defender of the Tournament” and Alice Kennon (2019) was awarded “Best 

Shooter of the Tournament” at the recent Telkom Netball League.   
 
• Alice Kennon (2019) and Kylie van Wyk (2020) represented Tuks at the USSA Netball Championships. Alice was awarded 

“Shooter of the Tournament.” 
 
• Kylie van Wyk (2020) represented South Africa in the USSA Netball Team that played in the CUCSA Games held at TUT 

and Tuks from 8th – 11th July. 
 
• Tayla Jenkinson (2023) has been selected to play in the U23 Mixed ‘A’ South African Indoor Netball team. 
 

ROWING  
Chloe Cresswell (2021) and Jordan Craig (2020) participated in the 2024 FISU World University Rowing Championships in 
Rotterdam from 2nd – 6th July.  Chloe and her partner came 4th in the Lightweight Women’s Double Sculls whilst Jordan rowed 
in the Men’s Four that came second in the B-Final. 
 
 

THE ST DUNSTAN’S COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT 
“Forging character through a holistic, co-educational and personalised learning experience grounded in our 

Anglican tradition; inspiring all to flourish and fulfil their potential as they serve society with integrity.” 
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The College Foundation was started 20 years ago as a means of developing the new campus in Rynfield and assisting 

families within the St Dunstan’s community. To date the Foundation has worked closely with business and our community to 

make a difference in the lives of more than 70 students who have come through the system. Currently they are sponsoring 

25 students. One of the many benefits for donors is that the Foundation is a Section 18A Company and so any money 

donated can be claimed from tax. The Foundation is audited annually and is committed to utilising any funding raised to 

assist a student who would otherwise not be able to afford the cost of fees for St Dunstan’s.  
 

Should you or your company wish to assist financially, please feel free to contact Mr Don Jones on donj@stthomas.co.za or 

on +27 83 772 2080 
 

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one 

must give as they have decided in their heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

– 2 Corinthians 9: 6-7 
 

    
 

 

What’s Hot… 
Mamohau Seseane (2013): Mamohau is a new presenter on The Morning Show on eTV. 
 
Jessica de Bod (2018): Jessica will be part of the supporting cast of ‘The Addams Family – The Musical.’  This Marshal 
Brickman and Rick Elice production based on the beloved characters created by Charles Addams, will be on stage from 
14th December – 2nd February 2025 at The Old Fugard (Homecoming Centre). 
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Did you know… 
The school has a state-of-the-art Cultural Centre named in memory of Ernest John Butler. EJ Butler was the Headmaster of 
the Preparatory School from July 1940 – February 1955. 
 
The Centre boasts a 212-seater auditorium, dance studio, private music rooms, a Preparatory Resource Centre, Computer 
Lab and Drama, Art and Music classrooms.  
 
This term, both the College and Preparatory staged magnificent productions. The College put on a production entitled 
“These Bridges”, whilst the Senior Preparatory put on the production “Cats School Production.” 
 
 
 
 

These Bridges – Directed by Lindsay Tam (née Ward) (2007) 
 

Cats School Production - Directed by Tsietsi Morobi 
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Pre-School – Coding and Robotics 

As we navigate through an increasingly digital world, equipping our children with the skills to thrive in this environment is 

critical now more than ever. At St Dunstan’s Pre-School, we believe that introducing coding and robotics at a young age 

fosters an inquisitive mind which is essential for developing critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. 

 

Coding and robotics naturally encourage children to ask questions and seek solutions. When children engage with this 

subject, they encounter challenges that spark curiosity and drive them to explore further. This continuous cycle of questioning 

and problem-solving cultivates an inquisitive mind, a trait that is invaluable throughout their academic and personal lives. 

For example, when children program a robot to navigate through a maze, they must ask themselves questions like: “What 

path should the robot take?” or “Why did the robot stop?” These questions push them to think critically and analytically, a 

process that happens organically as they learn and play with the robots. This process fosters a mindset where the children 

become eager to understand the world around them. 

 

Introducing coding and robotics at Pre-School level helps children develop the ability to break down complex problems into 

manageable steps, analyse the components, and devise logical solutions. This process of decomposition is not only 

fundamental in coding but also enhances their problem-solving skills across various subjects. 

 

The skills learnt in this subject, such as communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity, are transferable to any 

field. For instance, the step-by-step approach used in programming is similar to the logical processes required in Mathematics 

and Accounting. In subjects such as History or English, these skills enable students to analyse events and narratives critically, 

communicate their ideas clearly, and collaborate effectively with peers on projects and discussions. The interdisciplinary 

nature of coding and robotics therefore enriches their overall learning experience. It starts with playing with robots and ends 

with them being able to think differently, critically and creatively which will serve them in every area of their lives. 

 

Starting early with coding and robotics paves the way for children to become leaders in technology. As they grow, the 

foundational skills acquired through coding and robotics will empower them to innovate and lead in various fields, from app 

development to artificial intelligence. 

 

Consider Uber, a company that revolutionised the transportation industry without even owning a single car. Uber’s success 

lies in its innovative use of technology and systems thinking. These are skills that our children have already begun to develop 

through coding and robotics. By understanding how to build and control these systems, children learn to think like innovators, 

positioning them as future thought leaders in technology. 

 

At St Dunstan’s Pre-School we understand that incorporating coding and robotics into our curriculum is not just about 

teaching children to use technology; it’s about shaping how they think and interact with the world. We will continue to 

encourage our young learners to explore, ask questions, and innovate, preparing them for a future where they can lead 

and excel. 

Khensane Dhlamini - Technology Teacher 

 

 

The Benefits of Coding and Robotics in Early Education… 
 

 
Every day is ‘Open Day’… pop past and see a lesson in action! 
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It is nearly Reunion time… 
Looking forward to hosting the Classes of 2004 and 2014 at a Reunion Evening on Saturday, 5th October. 
 
 
 
 
Class of 2004 

Class of 2014 -From Grade 1 to Matric  
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PLEASE NOTE: Some photographs are missing – either 
because we could not source one or due to poor 

quality/resolution! 
 
 
 
 

COMPLETION DATE OF THIS PUBLICATION: 31ST JULY 
 
 
 
 

From the editor … 

 
Watch this space for news on the  

2025 Dunstonian ‘Sports Day’! 
 

It is back on the calendar! 
 

 

Remember that we really enjoy 

hearing about your experiences and 

your careers.  PLEASE send me this 

information – the next edition of The 

Chronicle will be published at the end 

of NOVEMBER 2024. 
 

If you happen to meet with any 

Dunstonians while on your travels, 

please take a picture and send it to 

me.  Also include details about when, 

where, who, etc. 
 

Please follow the school’s LinkedIn, 

Instagram and TikTok accounts as well 

as the Dunstonian Association 

Facebook page.  There is also a 

Facebook group for your Matric year. 
 

INSTAGRAM: @stdunstansbenoni  

LINKEDIN: Currently 996 followers 

DUNSTONIAN FACEBOOK PAGE:    
www.facebook.com/Dunstonian/ 

SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE: 
www.facebook.com/StDunstansCollege 

TIKTOK: @stdunstanscollegebenoni 
 

Should you ever visit Benoni, I would 

love to show you all of the facility 

upgrades on our beautiful campus.  
 

Kind regards, 
 

Mandy Lachenicht 

THE EDITOR 
mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za 

078 422 1018 

 


