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St Dunstan’s College recently commemorated Remembrance Day, a school

fradition that dates back to our founding fathers and the reason for our existence.
In the words of one of our founders, Edward Paget, “It was after my return from the
East African Campaign in 1917 and before the outbreak of Spanish Flu in 1918. |
can well remember sitting on up-turned petrol boxes just around the corner by St
Dunstan’s Vicarage with Captain Loftus, George Hills and others, and we talked
about making some ‘living memorial’ in honour of those who had given their lives
for us. We wanted something practical, and we wanted something that would
touch the lives of the growing children of Benoni and the district and would help
to mould and fashion their character and would live with them. We decided to
start with a school - a day school.” It is without dispute that our fine school was

born out of a desire to give honour and a desire 1o serve the community.

“I Serve” being our school motto, has been woven into the fabric of our school and

I am proud to be custodian of this rich heritage. After the first year of my tenure, | ]
can say with certainty that | am well placed and ready for the investment info St Dunstan’s College that God has called
me fo. On numerous occasions, over the past year, | have described the school as a sleeping giant. We have so much

potential, and | am ready for the growth and development that | see and look forward to.

I am particularly pleased about the eagerness of Mandy Lachenicht to take up the position of Head of the Alumni and
Foundation. Her position, with the official fitle of ‘Head of Advancement’, will materialise as soon as we have appointed
a Head of Marketing fo replace her present role. We have come of age and have set the course for continued success
through our growing population of past students. The recent reunion, which was well attended by our 2013 Matric class,
speaks to this. St Dunstan’s College is ready to serve the multiple generations who are associated with our school. Many
of our past students have their own children enrolled at St Dunstan’s and we have several staff members who are Alumni.

This bodes well for the future.

Growth in our student numbers and high stakeholder satisfaction have marked this year. During the course of this year,
we have developed a strategy for 2026 and beyond, consolidated our vision and mission statements and have tightened
up onschool discipline and participation in sport and cultural activities. The benefit of compulsory participation in activities
is reflected in our improved results this year. We look forward to the revival of our Easter Sports Festival in 2024, which will
coincide with the opening of our new sports pavilion. There is much to celebrate. We invite you, the Alumni, to join us
over Easter in 2024.
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We have recently experienced some movement of stalwarts of the St Dunstan’s teaching community. Fr Joe and Mrs
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Mandi Burger have emigrated to Guernsey and relocated to Cape Town respectively. Collectively they have invested
over 45 years to our school. Although such long service at St Dunstan’s is not uncommon, it is important that we

acknowledge their significant contribution into shaping who we are. We wish them every success in their new endeavors.

As the year draws to a close, | wish the entire Dunstonian community every blessing and God's grace as we celebrate his
favour upon us. We pray that 2024 would be a year of peace and growth in our lives and for those who are less fortunate

and who are presently subject to the injustice of war.

Kind regards
Warwick Taylor
(Rector)

“There's no honorable way to kill, no gentle way to destroy. There is nothing good in war. Except its ending.”
-Abraham Lincoln
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. Kirsty Roux attended SDC from Pre-School to Grade 12. She was Head Girl of the first group of matrics who moved fo our

new campus. | will always remember that group as the only ones who wrote their final exams in the sports pavilion, some of :

. them in the main room and some on the other side of the serving hatch in the kitchen.

After school she went to the University of Pretoria where she qualified as a Biokineticist. Unsurprisingly, Kirsty became a

prominent member of her House committee at her residence. She has run an extremely successful practice for more than

a decade and has attracted clientele form far and wide as a result of her outstanding reputation. 3

Kirsty takes full responsibility to find win-win solutions in all situations and underlies all of her decisions with courage and ethical

professionalism. She does so with humility and without losing a sense of humour and enjoying the simple pleasures of life.

Kirsty is a living embodiment of our school’'s motto “I Serve”. She wants to make a positive difference in everything that she

does. Typically, she has involved herself in the “Clean Projects” organisation where she gives time painting ‘kerbs’ and
cleaning streets.

Kirsty has completed the full ronman triathlon twice and has run Comrades seven times. Her first love is for trail-running and

she has run the really challenging Otter Trail four times. She has climbed the highest mountains in Africa and Europe. In doing !

so she overcame severe altitude sickness and a blizzard. This is indeed testament to her character and strength of mind.

Kirsty has a tremendously positive approach to life and brings this positivity into her relationships with close friends, many of

whom came with her from SDC. She has an abiding faith and belief in the words of Mother Theresa, “If you want fo change

the world, go home and love your family.” Her little girl, Grace, who is currently in Grade 1 at SDC is indeed blessed.

In summing up, Kirsty’s spirit is, perhaps, best reflected by her adventure in the Outeniqua mountains in May this year. She

entered a 100 km race, which included over 5000 meters of elevation. But she did not want to run it just for herself. She

initiated a sponsorship drive in support of Hospice who had provided palliative care for both of her grans.

Kirsty completed the race in 22 hours but she finished with a huge smile, knowing that R60 000 had been raised for Hospice.

¢ Kirsty is without doubt, a worthy recipient of the Dunstonian award.

CITATION BY: DR STEVE WHITELAW
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Lorraine Barry, Chairlady of the

St Dunstan’s College Council congratulates Kirsty

P e 011746 6500 | WWW.STDUNSTANS.C0.ZA

-




ST DUNSTAN'S COLLEGE

,,,,,,

mmenpanmzE

_ 011746'6500 | WWW.STDUNSTANS.CO.ZA



.....

=

avoy AYINNO:

f

011746 6500 | WWW.STDUNSTANS.CO.ZA :




011746 6500 | WWW.STDUNSTANS.CO.ZA



2022 vl o...
Tl OD'%W (1G9 Cellege Spails Pavilio)

e

PROJECT DUE FOR COMPLETION EARLY IN 2014

7o o pavilioy is wkig way (e 4 el hoshelfall el

-~



ST DUNSTAN'S COLLEGE
s

EST 00!

Apologies in advance for the quality of the photographs. These would be so much better if people sent us high resolution

originals rather than having to rely on Facebook and Linkedin for these. Please consider sending us originals as everyone

likes to hear good news from classmates.

A special thank you to Fr Joe for sourcing information and photographs for this publication even though he is in Guernsey.

Congratulations to the following parents on the safe !

arrival of their precious bundles of joy:

15t August
Melissa (nee Britt) (2008) and Jordan Zillen
A son, Oliver Richard

18th September
Kate (nee Rindel) (2014) and Matthew Hand
A son, Hudson Harry

28th September
Elsie and Nic Nagy (2013)
Their second child — a daughter Shiloh

29th September
Laura (nee Kelty) (2001) and Gareth Scarff
A daughter, Hollie Louise

23rd October
Sarah (nee Denby) (2017) and Andrew Dorfling
A son, James John

Babies are angels that fly to the

earth, their wings disappear at the

time of their birth. One look in their
eyes and we are never the same,
they are part of us now and that
part has a name. That part is your

heart and a bond that will not
sever, our babies are angels, we
love them forever!

- Author unknown
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7th August
Erin Walker and Tyler Hunter (2013)

30th August
Sarah Bouch (2015) and JC Ritchie
Sarah currently teaches Mathematics at the College
and is Head of Social Responsibility.

The weekend of the 11th September
Robyn Heard (2012) and Kelvin da Silva

28th September
Michelle Hutchesson and Ryan Jardine (both 2013)
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How do | love thee? Let me count the ways.
Ilove thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of being and ideal grace.

I love thee to the level of every day’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.

I'love thee freely, as men strive for right.
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Ilove thee purely, as they turn from praise. !
I love thee with the passion put to use :

In my old griefs, and with my childhood'’s faith. :
I love thee with a love | seemed to lose :
With my lost saints. | love thee with the breath, :
Smiles, tears, of all my life; and, if God choose, !
I shall but love thee better after death. :

1

1

SONNET 43 - ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING
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8th August
Kaylin (nee Barber) (2010) and Bradley Robinson

1st September
Bayla and Bradlee Crause (2013)

9th September
Daniélle van der Merwe and Tumelo Nkosi (2015)

16th September
Nicole Marilli and Kyle Cassim (2007)

16th September
Hannah (nee Keet) (2018) and Shade Glautier

23rd September
Nelia (nee De Freitas) (2001) and Pedro Rodrigues

25t September
Leah (nee King) (2017) and Stephan Roos

7th October
Jaime-lee (nee Gancho) (2015) and Arno Koekemoer

7th October
Juanita and Keagan Ireland (2011)

8th October
Courtney and Cameron McFarlane (2015)

215t October
Meganne (nee Ellis) (2010) and Michael Drennan (2002)

28th October
Kelsey (nee van der Merwe) (2008) and Jesse Donn

11t November
Natalie and Brendan Ward (2009)

-~
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Recolls Achievemenls

77777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777

| Mikayla van Welie (2013) was one of the presenters at the European Emergency Medicine Congress in Barcelona,
Spain in September. The presentation was on ‘Load shedding and its impact on Healthcare' 1

Jessica Qvist (2015) was awarded the Founders Medal for the research for her Honours degree. Her paperwas on |
the relationship between parental involvement and Grade 9 Mathematics marks.

Jadene van der Walt (2015) was admitted as an Attorney on the practicing roll on Friday, 10t November.
Keren Charge (2016) obtained her Masters in Speech-Language Pathology from the University of Pretoria.

Kiara Rodriguez Pereira (2019) was awarded the ‘De Swardt Myambo Attorneys Prize’ for the Best Student in Law
3 of Contract 211 (KTR 211) at the University of Pretoria in August. ‘

THE HiGH COURT OF
SOUTH AFRICA
GAUTENG 1 oCAL DIVISION
JOHANNESBURG
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Cindy Louise Leighton (nee Smuts) (2014):

Singer-songwriter and rock devotee, Cindy-Louise, has one of her fracks,
‘Woman of My Own Damn Mind', featuring in the hit series 'Devil's Peak’
currently showing on DSTV every Sunday evening.

‘Devil's Peak' is an exciting detective series, adapted from Deon Meyer's
bestseller and Cindy-Louise's tfrack will feature in the first season's fourth
episode.

Further to this exciting news is that Cindy-Louise's new EP is scheduled for
release in early February 2024.
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Jamie van Wyk (2018): Jamie, made a debut for
the SPAR Proteas in the 3-match series against Australia
at the end of October. Jamie had some game fime in
the match in Hobart on the 31st of October - her
birthday!

Casandra Alexander

Casandra is currently playing on the Ladies European
Golf Tour.

(nee Hall) (2017):

CASANDRA ALEXANDER

Kylie van Wyk (2020) and Alice Kennon
(2021): Both girls played in the University of Pretoria
(TUKS) 1st team.

The photograph alongside is of both girls at a recent
awards ceremony at the university.
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FISU WORLD UNIVERSITY GAMES

Chloe Cresswell (2021) and Jordan Craig (2021)
represented South Africa in the FISU World University Games
held in Chemgu, China.

Chloe rowed in the ‘Lightweight Women's Double Sculls’ event
with Nadia Gaspari. The pair came third overall in a time of
7:07.57.

Jordan rowed in a ‘four’ which came éth at the event.

UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE

5 past matriculants rowed in various crews at this annual
event:

Jayden Pretorius (2020)

Chloe Cresswell (2021)

Jordan Craig (2021)

Tyra de Beer (2021)

James Thompson (2021)

Chloe and Jayden were in the TUKS crew that won the
ladies' event.

-
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Bianca Rentzke (2014):
Pursuing her career in Fashion Modelling, Bianca has featured in campaigns
both locally and internationally during the course of 2023.

It was lovely catching up with Bianca at the Class of 2003 and 2013 Reunion
with her partner Shandon Mrazek.
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ST DUNSTAN'S COLLEGE

ST DUNSTAN'’S
FOUNDATION

The College Foundation was started 20 years ago as a means of developing the new campus in Rynfield and assisting

J

families within the St Dunstan’s community. To date the Foundation has worked closely with business and our community

to make a difference in the lives of more than 70 students who have come through the system. Currently they are

sponsoring 25 students. One of the many benefits for donors is that the Foundation is a Section 18A Company and so any

money donated can be claimed from tax. The Foundation is audited annually and is committed to utilising any funding

raised to assist a student who would otherwise not be able to afford the cost of fees for St Dunstan'’s.

Should you or your company wish to assist financially, please feel free to contact Mr Don Jones on donj@stthomas.co.za
or on +27 83 772 2080

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each
one must give as they have decided in their heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
— 2 Corinthians 9: 6-7

THE ST DUNSTAN'S COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT

“Forging character through a holistic, co-educational and personalised learning experience grounded in our Anglican

fradition; inspiring all to flourish and fulfil their potential as they serve society with integrity.”

-
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I\T THE'GOING DOWN'OF THE SU
AND IN THE MORNING:
“WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM™
JOHN DAVIDSON

A. LYTTON HOLMES
FRANK MULLIN

They shall grow not old, as we that
are left grow old.

Age shall not weary them, nor the
years condemn.

At the going down of the sun, and in

the morning, =" REMEMBRANCE ':'_

PWSNIRIREC T DUNSTAN'S

ERIC NEWBY

MERVYN ALPORT COTTERELL
PETER C. MCNEIL :
HORAQE LINTON .
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Remembrance, although a noun, a naming word, is defined as “the action of remembering”. Remembering is a gerund,

a verb that acts like a noun at a conceptual level but is essentially a doing word. Remembering is “the bringing to one’s

mind an awareness of someone or something from the past.” It is an ACTION that we are all participating in today.

From my earliest childhood memories, we have observed Remembrance Day on the 11th of November every year.
However, it was really only in 1998, when my husband, Fr Joe was appointed as chaplain at St Dunstan’s College, that
Remembrance Day found profound expression for me within the St Dunstan’s community, in a school whose founding

rested in the remembering of all from Benoni who had lost their lives in the 1t World War.

As you are all aware, St Dunstan’s School was started as a living memorial to all who had died - their names of which will
be read today by Fr Angus. This living memorial has spanned 105 years from 1918 to 2023, and for 25 of those years, Fr Joe
and |, together with our family, have been a part of this service each year. Fr Joe has been active in his remembering
and encouraging us all fo participate in remembering all who lost their lives in SERVICE, for our freedom, echoing our St

Dunstan’s school moftto, "I SERVE".

Fr Joe's love for history, and his particular interest in World War history, forged a strong bond with Dr Whitelaw and together
they designed a History Tour, leading senior college students overseas in 2007, 2010, 2013 and 2017, to journey through
many of the battlefields and historical sites of both the 1stand 2nd World Wars. Mrs Whitelaw and |, as well as Mr and Mrs

Ward, Mr and Mrs Lachenicht, and Mr and Mrs Raath were also a part of these tours.

I was able to join in 2013 and in 2017 and the life-changing experience of being present with our St Dunstan’s students in

these profound sacred spaces is deeply freasured:

e To experience time, stand sfill for a minute of silence at Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium, with countless other pilgrims
from across the world and for the silence fo break with the playing of the Last Post, resonating within the beautfiful
high arches of the memorial on which there are inscribed the names of almost 55 000 missing soldiers whose remains

have never been found, including South African soldiers. This service is performed at 8om every night of the yearin
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Ypres, and has done so since 1927 except during the German occupation in the second world war, then the
ceremony continued at Brookwood Cemetery in the UK every night, before returning to Menin Gate after the second
world war.

e To visit Pegasus Bridge in Normandy France, where the British gliders landed and secured the bridge crossing on the
Sthof June 1944 and to stand on the spot that was pivotal for the events that unfolded the next day on D-day, the 6
of June 1944.

e To hear the stories of liberation when visiting the Café Gondree alongside Pegasus Bridge — the first building in France
o be liberated on D-day, where the owner dug up nearly 100 bottles of champagne that he had buried in the garden
of the café in 1940 ready for the moment of liberation.

e To be with our students holding our St Dunstan’s Centenary Flag for the first time at a service lead by Fr Joe in 2017,
on South African soilin Delville Wood on the Somme in France, as the start of our school’s 2018 centenary celebrations.
This was a privilege that will always be cherished.

e To walk the expanse of Delville Wood that had seen the horror of destruction and huge loss of life in 1916, now thick
with frees again with natural restoration over time and fo pause for prayerful reflection amongst the flowering
bluebells.

It was at Delville Wood in 2017 that | read about the sinking of the SS Mendi in 1917 and the tragic loss of more than 600
South African soldiers, most of whom were people of colour. It is only since the ending of apartheid in South Africa that
the events of that night in February 1917 have been integrated into the mainstream historical narratives and remembered

in ceremonies and memorials most notably the memorial at Delville Wood.

e To walk through the eerie walls of forture and execution at Breendonk concentration camp in Belgium;

e To climb through hidden annexures of Anne Frank house in Amsterdam as if reliving the pages of her diary;

e To stand on the beaches of Normandy with the operations of D-day unfolding in waves of one’s imagination;

e Toread the family names on grave stones of brothers dying within days of each other;

e To look at memorial affer memorial with hundreds and thousands of names of soldiers with unknown graves;

e To visit Merville Battery in Normandy, France in 2013 with only flags of the allied forces visible and then to visit the same
place in 2017 with a German flag now flying alongside the French flag as a tangible sign of the reconciliatory
conversations that our present-day leaders are engaging in —an experience of hopeful current events superimposed
on past painful events.

These experiences of remembering are but a pin-drop in the ocean of conflict.

Throughout history, from the first documented evidence of community living, we can recognise that humanity fails to keep
peace, and war has been, and continues to be, an offence to our shared humanity. At this very moment, we are mindful
of large numbers of conflict across our planet: in the Middle East, in Ukraine, in the DRC, in Somalia, in Afghanistan, in

Myanmar, the list confinues.

As Williom Butler Yeats aptly wrote about the futility of war:

“Those that | fight I do not hate, those that | guard | do not love” - Taken from his poem, An Irish Airman Foresees His Death.

So, today at this Remembrance Day service, in our active participation of REMEMBERING, we are mindful that even
though the 11t of November is traditionally dedicated to remembering the loss of life in the 1st and 2nd World Wars as

symbolised in the scarlet poppies that flourished on the battlefields, it is also the opportunity for remembering all loss of life
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in the service of others, and in particular, in the fight for freedom.

This is not about simple passive recollection. Itis a much more complex ACTIVITY —itis the PURPOSE-FILLED re-engagement

with history:

e  Firstly, in our collective holding close to us the events of the past;

e Secondly, in our own individual and personal identifying with past events within our present life, acknowledging the
freedom we are privileged to have through these past events; and

e Thirdly, in our focus forward within our own interpersonal relationships that provides hope for our future.

As the poet Cecil Day Lewis wrote in “Will it be so again?2” it is we who must choose to live for peace:
"Call not upon the glorious dead
To be your witness then.
The living alone can nail their promise to the ones who said

It shall not be so again.”

Aileen Thompson
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A SPECIAL MOMENT...

Past Rectors, Fr Angus Paterson and Mr Michael
: McConnachie, attended the Remembrance Day Service.
Fr Paterson, pictured earlier, read the ‘role of honour' atf the

event.

PHOTO CAPTION
! Fr Angus Paterson, Mr Don Jones (Foundation Head), Mr !
Michael McConnachie, Mr Con Roux Jnr and Mr Warwick

Taylor (Rector of the College)

Mandi Burger will be leaving us after just over 20 years’ service. She will be relocating
to the Western Cape together with her husband, Roy, to join her children, Kayla and
Ronan, who are both based there.
“If you're brave enough to say goodbye, life will reward you with a new hello.”
- Paulo Coelho

Kirsten Raath (nee Potgieter) (2002) has been appointed as the Deputy Head
of Co-Curricular and Operational Planning.

Catherine Sands (nee Reeves) (2006): Catherine will be joining the College staff as an Engllsh teacher and a Grade
8 tutor.

Alison McLachlan (2019): Having completed her internship at the Pre-School, Alison will be taking the Grade 000
Hedgehog Class in 2024.

Bianca Devereux (2023) and Aneka Bellingan-Kruger (2021) will be joining the College as interns.

Class of 2023 matriculants Kemantha Naicker, Kayley Mills and Tayla Jenkinson will be joining the Pre-
School as inferns.
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Megan (nee Cox) Haupt (2003) Warren Sands (2003) ond Roxy (nee Olivier) and
Catherine (nee Reeves) (2006) Matthew Liechti (2008)

COME AND JOIN
THE
SDC PRE-SCHOOL
FAMILY ...

ST DUNSTAN'S COLLEGE

EST 1918 M

AMAZING CRAFT STALLS, FOOD TRUCKS, KIDS PLAY AREA,
ACTIVITIES AND LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

i For a personalised tour of |

the Pre-School

Please contact Kelly Cousins on
kcousins@stdunstans.co.za

There are limited spaces available for
' 2024 in Grade 00.

Put your child’s name down early to
avoid disappointment!

SATURDAY, 25TH NOVEMBER, 10AM - 3PM - PREPARATORY SCHOOL FIELDS
RUN BY THE URBAN MARKETS
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Remember that we really enjoy hearing about your experiences and your careers. PLEASE send me this information — the
next edition of The Chronicle will be published at the end of MARCH 2024

If you happen to meet with any Dunstonians while on your fravels, please take a picture and send it to me. Also include

details about when, where, who, etc.

Please follow the school’s Linkedin and Instagram pages as well at the Dunstonian Association Facebook. There is also a

Facebook group for your Matric year.

INSTAGRAM: @stdunstansbenoni

LINKEDIN: Currently 777 followers

DUNSTONIAN FACEKOOK PAGE: https://www.facebook.com/Dunstonian/
SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE: https://www.facebook.com/StDunstansCollege

| will be updating the data base as well as setting up a Dunstonian committee. Send me a WhatsApp if you wish fo be a

part of this.

Should you ever visit Benoni, | would love to show you all of the facility upgrades on our beautiful campus.
Have a wonderful Festive Season!

Kind regards,

Mandy Lachenicht

THE EDITOR
mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za
078 4221018

COMPLETION DATE OF THIS PUBLICATION: 18t NOVEMBER

PLEASE NOTE: some photographs are missing — either because we could not source one or due to poor
quality/resolution!

W . i
N aTy W/, QM ’O‘l/(’//f Qb
(a/ ‘3 g CHR@TN\AS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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