
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 “In everything give thanks; 
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

-1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 

It was a much anticipated evening. Finally, after a hiatus of two years, we were able to 
host a Reunion party… for six years of Dunstonians! And what an evening it was. The 
evening began with the official opening of the time-capsule from the Class of 2010 (the 
year the Football World Cup was hosted in South Africa). This proved to be a little more 
difficult than first expected, but after numerous attempts, we finally got the capsule open.  
 
It was fitting that the Head Girl of 2010, Jess Whitcomb (now Batty), was on hand to delve 
into the depths and pull out the various items that had been placed in the container. 
There was huge excitement as each item was removed, including vuvuzela’s, a ball and 
various booklets from a number of grades with special messages written and drawn in 
them. Brendan Ward (2009) had written the most wonderful piece of prose which was 
read out. Each of the items removed was carried down to the new Preparatory Pavilion, 
where the other guests were waiting.  
 
The evening was also the opportunity to launch a new initiative from the Dunstonian 
Association, the Dunstonian Bursary, information about which you will find at the end of 
the Chronicle. It has long been a dream for Dunstonians to be able to assist others but the correct platform was needed; 
the dream became a reality with the assistance of the Dunstonian Foundation. If you, or anyone you know, is in a position 
to be able to donate to this worthwhile cause, please be generous. One of those gathered at the Reunion has already 
come forward with a very generous donation to help get the Bursary going and we look forward to many others making 
a difference. 
 
The College staff said farewell to Mr McConnachie, our outgoing Rector, the night before the Reunion. Having arrived in 
2015, Mr McConnachie has led the College through some of the most difficult stages in its existence, especially during 
lockdown. In an emotional College Honours evening, held at Northfield Methodist Church, on the Monday following the 
Reunion, Mr McConnachie was tasked with leading the College out at the end of the service. His last formal function will 
be to host the Valedictory service for the Matric Class of 2022 at the end of their November final exams. We thank him for 
his efforts and wish him every blessing in his retirement. 
 
The Dunstonian Association welcomes Mr Warwick Taylor and his family as he takes up the reigns as the fourth Rector of 
St Dunstan’s College. Mr Taylor was previously the Executive Head at Saheti. We look forward to many happy years under 
his direction and we wish him every blessing in his time with us.  
 
As I write this, we have just celebrated Remembrance Day. This annual event marks one of the highlights of the College 
calendar, made all the more special with the invited guests who join us each year. Mr Con Roux (Preparatory Head Boy 
in 1967) gave one of the finest speeches ever, with a passionate plea to end conflict and violence within our own society. 
He quoted the words of President JF Kennedy, “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them…” 
 
We look forward to hearing your news, and so we ask that you please do keep in touch – mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za 
– as we really care about you and what you are doing. One of the greatest joys is a journey shared… 
 
Wishing you and your family every joy and blessing for Christmas.  
 

God bless and keep you. 
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Opening of the Time capsule 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Capsule 
24th November 2010 
 
2010. The big round number. We had waited in anticipation for years. Debate flourished around the good and the bad. 
Maybe it's too soon to judge. Maybe in ten years' time whoever reads this can answer the question: what did 2010 really 
mean, long term?  
 
But, just as distance allows you in 2020 to look back and analyse, it hides some of what it was like being there, and "feeling 
the vibe". So perhaps we can help each other across the divide of time to figure out what really happened.  
 
So first, my questions to you: what happened between then (2010) and the time that you read this? Economic growth? 
Development? Tourism? What do you think of as you think about the World Cup?  
 
And I imagine you asking me what it was like, really. I took one main thing from 2010, and not just from the World Cup, 
but the entire year.  
 
Yes, it wasn't the immediate economic success we were told to expect, and it may not have had all the benefits we were 
hoping for. We had to sell a bit, maybe more than a bit, of ourselves to FIFA, giving up some of our rights to rule ourselves. 
And the average person probably didn't have his or her life changed much afterwards.  
 
Despite this, everyone was changed, even if it was just momentarily. Our shaky baby-giraffe of a democracy proved to 
the world that, despite still having slightly wobbly legs, we can stand tall. We discovered in ourselves a pride that we had 
never seen before. We threw off the shackles of Afro pessimism, and decided to believe truly in what we can achieve. 
Flags continued to fly despite Bafana Bafana being knocked out of the cup. It was never really about the cup.  
 
It was about us. About SA. About the tourists. It was about Ubuntu: opening our country to humanity from all walks of life 
- from rainy Manchester to North Korea, from the United States to Ghana. It was about tying our pride across race and 
even nation as we rallied behind Ghana. It was about proving that Africans are people too, that we are not inferior, that 
we can handle the world's greatest sporting tournament with aplomb! It was about communing with people before, 
during and after the cup, each learning from the other.  
 
2010 was about us, as every year should be. To borrow from Martin Luther King Jr., I have a dream today. I have a dream 
that one day you will read this, and trace with your mind on the map of history the troubled journey that got you to where 
you are and see that from 2010 onwards, South Africa moved upwards. It need not be a steady climb - in fact, I think that 
would be impossible - but it must still be a climb. I dream that everyone alive during 2010 will discover in themselves a 
pride, and a love for South Africa and its people, transcending all other factors. I have a dream that when you read this 
in 2020, you have been changed by South Africans who were changed by the beautiful game. No, that isn't it. I dream 
that you have been changed by South Africans living full of the spirit of Ubuntu.  
 

Brendan Ward  
 

"Our pictures are our footprints. It’s the best way to tell people we were here." 
- Joe McNally 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Class of 2010 
It is an immense honour to have been asked to write this message for inclusion in the first-ever "time capsule" to be 
opened in ten years’ time.  
 
First of all, thank you to you all for your contribution to St Dunstan’s. You were a wonderful class that contributed positively 
to the development of the school. In particular, thank you for the manner in which you led the school in your matric 
year. It was a time of change, and for the first term you were without a Rector, but you fulfilled your mandate as servant 
leaders with distinction. Thank you for role that you played in ensuring that it was "business as usual" during the transition, 
and for making Mr Alan Thompson's task that much easier as incoming Rector. He often spoke with fondness and 
admiration of the Class of 2010.  
 
We could never forget that it was also the year of the FIFA 2010 Soccer World Cup, an event that put the whole of South 
Africa on the world stage, but which played havoc with your final year at school. I trust you all managed to achieve 
your goals in your final matric exams despite the significant pressure you were placed under, and wish you everything of 
the best for your further studies.  
 
During your time, St Dunstan’s changed dramatically, and went from being a small school with three separate campuses 
in the middle of Benoni, to being a much larger school on a magnificent new campus in Rynfield. "Re-uniting" the three 
elements of the school has been a strategic priority, and I thank you for helping to bring everyone together by being 
such good role models for the children in the Preparatory and Pre-Schools.  
 
I recently attended the ten-year reunion of the Class of 2000, and it was a real privilege to learn how that class had in a 
short space of time carved careers for themselves, started families, played roles in international projects, endured tough 
times, climbed mountains, earned acclaim as academics, and done so much more than space allows me to recall here.  
Likewise, I would love to be at the ten-year reunion of the Class of 2010, to celebrate your achievements and hear your 
stories. You have everything going for you and will, I know, make St Dunstan’s proud.  
 
Given the rate of change in the world, who knows what challenges we will all be facing in the next ten years. Whatever 
these challenges, I am confident you will all weather the storms of life as long as you remain true to the Christian faith 
and values you have been taught at St Dunstan’s.  
 
Above all, I pray God's blessing and protection on you all. Thank you once again for being such a wonderful class. I 
know you will continue to make us proud as South Africans who think beyond themselves, take up leadership positions 
in society, embrace our diversity as a nation, and remain true to the school motto "I Serve".  
 
Fond regards and all the best  
 

Con Roux 
Chair of Council (at the time) 
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Class of 2020 
At the time of putting things together for the time capsule, the matrics of 2020 were in Grade 2.  Aren’t these memories just 
too special? 
 

Anrike is currently studying medicine at 
the University of the Free State. 

 

Jessica got 6 distinctions for matric! 
 

Who would have thought that 2020 would 
be a year like no other … COVID-19 

 

From the 2010 Head Girl and Head Boy 
 
To our dear St Dunstan’s School of 2020  
 
2010 was a very unusual school year for St Dunstan’s. We lost a wonderful headmaster, Father Paterson, and gained a 
wonderful headmaster, Mr Thompson.  
 
We were all fortunate enough to be around during the 2010 Football World Cup in South Africa. It was amazing to see 
how a sport united a country so fiercely. One of the most memorable experiences in our lives so far was to be in a fan 
park, filled with bright yellow Bafana Bafana jerseys whilst the crowd joined together to sing the National Anthem. It was 
truly priceless.  
 
The main focus of the 2010 matric group was to work on school spirit. We incorporated the SDC war-cry for the first time 
this year and we hope that is has become more perfected throughout the years and that the spirit is at its best now in 
2020!  
 
At this point in time, we see our beautiful school growing from strength to strength. We feel so blessed and proud to be 
part of the St Dunstan’s family and we are sure that throughout the years people will have experienced this same feeling. 
As our new Rector (maybe not so new anymore), we see Mr Thompson having an extremely positive impact on the 
school. With his humility, passion, strength of character and his love for St Dunstan’s, we truly believe that he will take the 
school to new heights.  
 
Lastly, we hope that you enjoy the trip back to memory lane that the time capsule brings. We are sure that the technology 
in 2020 is far beyond what we have now!  
 
With love  
 

Craig Griessel and Jess (nee Whitcomb) Batty  
 
 

Memories are made from these… 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Capsule - Contents 
Every pupil signed a fabric South African flag 

Photographs from the Pre-School Collage 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Publications and communication tools at the time 

World Cup and School memorabilia Matrics of 2010 

Zakumi the Leopard  
 Za is a code for South Africa and kumi means ten in various African languages. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extracts from the Preparatory contribution – A photo book 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOTBALL FEVER - THE FLAGS ALONG MILLBURN STREEET 

MR ALAN THOMPSON’S INDUCTION 

MR THOMAS’S 60TH BIRTHDAY BASH 

THE 2010 PREPARATORY STUDENT LEADERS 

CHAPEL COLLECTION FOR THE GUIDEDOG ASSOCIATION 

THE AMAZING RACE  

ATTENDING AFTERCARE 

MISS EARTH SOUTH AFRICA VISITING ON ARBOR DAY 

Special Memories … 

“One of the best ways to make yourself happy in the 
present is to recall happy times from the past. Photos are 
a great memory-prompt, and because we tend to take 

photos of happy occasions, they weight our memories to 
the good.” 

- Gretchen Rubin 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reunions - (Classes of 2000, 2001, 2002, 2010, 2011 & 2012) 
 

"We don’t remember days. We remember moments." 
- Cesare Pavese 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apologies in advance for the quality of the photographs.  These would be so much better if people sent us high resolution 
originals rather than having to rely on Facebook and LinkedIn for these. Please consider sending us originals as everyone 
likes to hear good news from classmates. 
A special thank you to Fr Joe for sourcing information and photographs for this publication. 

BIRTHS 
 Congratulations to the following parents on the safe arrival of their precious bundles of joy: 
 
. 
 

Congratulations 

27th July 
Tammy (nee Croxford) (2004) and Andrew Hey 
A son, Miles David 
 
28th July 
Bianca and Gavin Thompsett (2010) 
A daughter, Blake 
 
The beginning of August  
Jade (nee Adams) (2009) and Paul Da Silva 
A son, Beauden Daniel 
 
18th August 
Sascha (nee Smith) (2013) and Mickey Mansel-James (2012) 
A son, Brody 
 
22nd August 
Nicole (nee Leach) (2008) and Tyrone von Berg 
A son, Koa Tyde 
 
26th August 
Julia (nee Wurts) (2013) and Dean Nel 
A daughter, Charlotte Hope 
 
6th September 
Deidré and Clinton Cheia (2011) 
A daughter, Kinsley Rose 

 
15th September 
Brittany (nee Taylor) (2011) and Kyle Hollingworth (2010) 
A son, Brody Carter 
 
21st September 
Megan and Daniel Verwey (2007) 
A second child – a daughter, Addison Rose 
 
24th September 
Micaela (nee Reid) (2012) and Jeremiah Matendo 
A son, Ezekiel John 
 
27th September 
Courtney (nee Bray) (2009) and Florian Hailwax 
A daughter, Hayley 
 
8th October 
Bronwyn (nee van den Bergh) (2013) and Wesley Agrela 
A second son, Rome Levi 
 
17th October 
Kayla McFarlane and Matthew Corin (both in 2015) 
A son, Luke 
 
29th October 
Samantha and Donovan Traube (2004) 
A second daughter, Charlotte Anne 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A wee bit of heaven drifted down from above 
A handful of happiness, a heart full of love. 

The mystery of life, so sacred and sweet 
The giver of joy so deep and complete. 
Precious and priceless, so lovable, too 

The world's sweetest miracle, baby, is you. 
- Helen Steiner Rice 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGAGEMENTS 
 Weekend of the 5th of August 
Kyle Cassim (2007) and Nicole Marilli 
 
21st August 
Lindsey Wessels (2003) and Daniel De Mendonça 
 
5th September 
Meggan Williams (2012) and Luke Downing 
 
24th September 
Megan Santiero (2010) and Nichola Myburgh Millen 
 
27th September 
Shelby Bailey (2010) and Jaco Theron 
 
 

8th October 
Rebecca Hughes and Brandon Hopping-Mills (2005) 
 
11th October 
Angelique Scott and Jarrod De Lange (2006) 
 
16th October 
Leigh-Ann Cross (2010) and Ruan Olivier  
 
8th November 
Bayla Wakeford and Bradlee Crause (2013) 
 
12th November 
Caitlin Ellse (2013) and Derrick Harmony 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDDINGS 
 8th August 

Justine (nee Newman) (2013) and Ryan Tocher 
 
19th August 
Claire (nee Grimbeek) (2011) and Miles Kay (2008) 
 
20th August  
Laura (nee Hudson) (2011) and Sam Dodson 
 
3rd September 
Cassidy (nee Barrett) (2013) and Gerhard Junius 
 
3rd September 
Simone (nee de Bruin) (2014) and Colte Smit (2010) 
 
17th September 
Amy (nee Bouch) (2011) and Greg Baldwin (2008) 
 
7th October 
Dorota Kowalczyk and Stuart Emslie (2012) 
 
14th October 
Roche Du Preez and Adriaan Botes (2003) 
 
15th October 
Shannon Burton (2013) and Roberto Marques 
 
 

21st October 
Dominique Breakey and Chris Yannakakis (2006) 
 
21st October 
Elle Truter and Joshua Cuthbertson (2012) 
 
22nd October  
Theresa (nee Stanley) (2012) and Byron Rose 
 
29th October 
Lexi (nee McKenzie) (2010) and Kyle McAdam 
 
29th October 
Jade Worrall (2013) and Mynette Potgieter 
 
3rd November 
Ashleigh Stevenson (2010) and Peyton Claasens 
 
5th November 
Melissa (nee Britt) (2008) and Jordan Zillen 
 
5th November 
Maxine (nee Grose) (2016) and Barry Turner 
 
12th November 
Shayla De Carvalho (2015) and Michael White 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduations 
It is graduation time… for those Dunstonians that are at 
universities that conduct graduation ceremonies in 
December, please send us a photograph as well as your 
degree details.  
These will be showcased in the next publication. 
 Congratulations to the following Dunstonians on your 
recent achievements: 
 

29th July 
Grant Myers (2006) attained an MBA from the Alliance 
Manchester Business School 
 
9th October 
Skye Wolverson (2017) attained a Bachelor of Law from 
UNISA 
 
6th November 
Kyla Janse van Rensburg (2014) completed her MSc in 
Psychological Sciences at Brunel University London with a 
first-class distinction 
 

Sporting Achievements 
Wesley has been signed up by the Mumbai Indians Cape Town for South Africa’s version of the IPL that will be played for 
the first time in January. 
 
 

Wesley Marshall (Class of 2012) - Cricket 

Casandra Alexander (nee Hall) (Class of 2017) – Golf 
Casandra was part of the winning team in the final Aramco Golf Series 
team event. Her birdie putt on the last hole secured the team’s win! 
 
 Kylie van Wyk (Class of 2020) - Netball 
Kylie has been selected as a member of the SPAR Baby Proteas Netball 
Squad. 
 
 

Other News 
Chintan Patel (Class of 2009) 
Chintan, who is a certified Microsoft specialist in South Africa,  presented two topics at the MCT SUMMIT EUROPE that took 
place in September. 
 

Chintan is still based in Benoni and is actively engaged serving the Greater Benoni  community. He is Chairperson of the 
Farrarmere Community Precint, Chairperson of the Homestead Conservancy, as well as the Ebotse Park Run organiser. 
 
 Tsobotsi Koloti (Class of 2013) 
Tsobotsi has received a merit scholarship to study in Switzerland at the University of Geneva. He will be doing his PhD in 
Theology under the auspices of the World Council of Churches, Bossey Ecumenical Institute. 
 
 
 

THANK YOU for the two submissions! 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bishop Charles, Mrs Barry, Mr Taylor, members of the Memorable Order of Tin Hats, 
members of staff, honoured guests, pupils:  
 
Warmest thanks to Dr Whitelaw and Fr Joe for the singular honour of being invited to 
address you today.  
 
My address will not in any way seek to be a history lesson, rather it is a personal 
reflection on the importance of Remembrance Day, based on my identity as a 
Dunstonian, and with a focus on peace-making.  
 
My intention is to leave you with just three thoughts:  
 
Firstly: Sixty-one years ago, on 11 November 1961, the gravitas of Remembrance Day, 
or Poppy Day as we more simply knew it then, imprinted itself indelibly on my heart.  
 
As a Grade 1 pupil at St Dunstan's, alongside the 200 or so other pupils who made up 
the entire school, I sat at the feet of an unimaginably important person, in splendid 
robes, known as the Bishop, who taught us:  
 
- that servicemen and women, including heroes from our home town of Benoni, had sacrificed their lives in the "war to 
end all wars" that ended on 11 November 1918;  
- that the very school we attended, St Dunstan's, was founded as a living memorial to those heroes; and  
- that the magnitude of their sacrifice should be revered and never forgotten.  
 
Most importantly, he offered us a simple, profound truth I shall never forget, namely that our lives should fully embrace the 
school motto "I Serve" and reflect, in a tangible, meaningful way, our response of gratitude to those heroes.  
It is my conviction that that truth is as important today as it was all those years ago. I commend, with deep appreciation, 
the wisdom of Bishop Leslie Stradling's words, trusting that they will be as life-shaping for you as they have been for me.  
 
In the words of John F. Kennedy: "As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not 
to utter words, but to live by them."  
 
Secondly: It is one hundred and four years since the guns fell silent at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month, 1918.  
 
Many veterans of the War have spoken of the sacred moment that followed the cessation of hostilities, a moment when 
it was as though God spoke in the silence to the nations, that war should never again occur.  
Notwithstanding this, some sixty-two years later, I found myself part of a group of conscripted soldiers, dressed in 
camouflage gear and sent off to fight another country's war.  
 
At no time do I speak of that experience, but if I may do so this once today, and if I may speak from the depths of my 
soul:  
I witnessed at first hand the horror of war: shattering noise, extreme heat, thick bush, desperate confusion, blood and 
smell as people killed or were killed.  
I prayed, as I have never prayed, not so much that I would not be killed, but rather that I would not have to kill.  
 
Mary Riter Hamilton, a battlefield painter, said of the Great War: "It was like living in a graveyard."  
My experience in that other country, ironically during the Christmas period of peace and goodwill, left me completely 
shattered. It was far worse than living in a nightmarish graveyard.  
 
And so, the second thought I leave with you, is to unequivocally renounce the warmongers that exist in the midst of the 
global community, even today.  
 
Hasten the day when they (the nations) “will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” Micah 4 verse 3.  
Listen humankind, remember and take to heart the voice of God speaking in the silence 104 years ago, that war should 
never again occur.  
 
 
 
 

Remembrance Day – 11th November 
Message - Mr Con Roux 



 

And that brings me to my third thought:  
 
Good, in a sense, came to me of this terrible experience. When the opportunity arose in the early 1990's to serve in the 
structures of the National Peace Accord, I jumped at the chance.  
 
I knew that the savage drive-by shootings that left tens of people dead right here in Daveyton and other townships on 
the East Rand and the attacks that were taking place from one community grouping on another across our country, 
could not possibly be the answer.  
Fifteen thousand people died, mainly in KwaZulu-Natal and here on the East Rand, as a result of that violence.  
And so I responded, as did many others, to the call to build peace in our country, such that our democratic elections 
could ultimately take place in April 1994.  
The story of how the country was engaged in low grade civil war, at times such as the killing of Chris Hani teetering on the 
brink of all-out war, is a story that is already all but forgotten, save for the narrative of a dear friend, Rev Dr Liz Carmichael, 
Peace-making and Peacebuilding in South Africa 1991-1994.  
 
How does this relate to all of us?  
 
Johnny Clegg wrote a song, Old Eyes, with words that have ingrained themselves in my soul:  
 
“As the old men used to say when I was young  
People come and people go, but the mountain still remains” 
 
What is this mountain?  
 
In the context of this address, that mountain is the spectre of violence within ourselves, our relationships, our school and 
our country. Violence that is sometimes overt, but often insidiously present in thoughts and subtle actions that discriminate 
against, emotionally abuse, hurt or harm another. 
Violence in the form of depriving others of opportunity or consigning them to the rubbish dump of hopelessness. 
 
Another dear friend and mentor, Trevor Hudson, whose daughter was a dux scholar at St Dunstan's, often says: "Next to 
each one of us is a person surrounded by a pool of tears."  
It is the central theme of this address that it is our responsibility as Dunstonians never, through our words, actions or hiding 
behind the anonymity of social media, to be the instigators of those tears.  
Rather, it is our joy and privilege to look beyond our own self-interest, to be peacemakers at every level of our being, to 
consciously seek each opportunity to "wipe every tear from their eyes," as proclaimed in the Book of Revelation. To give 
sight, in a figurative sense, to the blind, comfort to those who hurt, and hope to the hopeless.  
 
It is my submission that by so serving one another, each of us, in our own small way, can best honour the memory of those 
whose service and sacrifice was so great, that it silenced the guns.  
 
I conclude with the words of Canadian writer Dave Stewart: "When I wear my poppy, I'm remembering everyone affected 
by war, across races, genders, ideologies and borders. I'm remembering the tragedy of war, all wars. I wear it in the hope 
that wars (or as I have tried to argue today violence and hurt at any level will be a thing of the past."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old.  

Age shall not weary them, nor 
the years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun, 
and in the morning,  

We will remember them. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dunstonian Bursary Fund 

Dearest Dunstonian 
 
 
It is with great joy that we announce the partnership between the Dunstonian Association and the St Dunstan’s College 
Foundation in inaugurating the DUNSTONIAN BURSARY FUND.  
 
The College Foundation was started 20 years ago as a means of developing the new campus in Rynfield and assisting 
families within the St Dunstan’s community. To date the Foundation has worked closely with business and our community 
to make a difference in the lives of more than 70 students who have come through the system. Currently they are 
sponsoring 25 students. One of the many benefits for donors is that the Foundation is a Section 18A Company and so any 
money donated can be claimed from tax. The Foundation is audited annually and is committed to utilising any funding 
raised to assist a student who would otherwise not be able to afford the cost of fees for St Dunstan’s.  
 
As the Dunstonian Association, we feel the time has come when we need to step up our involvement in assisting others 
and allowing them the incredible privilege of being part of the St Dunstan’s College family. With this thought in mind, we 
are asking Dunstonians to contribute towards the Dunstonian Association Bursary Fund. This contribution can be once-off, 
monthly or an annual contribution. We are hoping to raise sufficient capital to be able to provide at least one deserving 
student (initially) with the opportunity to spend five years at St Dunstan’s College.  
 
The banking details for the Foundation are as follows: 
Bank:   FNB 
Account Number: St Dunstan’s College Foundation 
Account Type:  62357114728 
Reference:  DAB – Your surname 
 
Should you have any queries or if you would like any further information, please feel free to contact Mr Don Jones on 
donj@stthomas.co.za or on +27 83 772 2080 
 

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 
one must give as they have decided in their heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

– 2 Corinthians 9: 6-7 
 
We are asking you to be generous in your support of this initiative. 
 
Yours in the continuing service of Our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Don Jones     Fr Joe Thompson 
Director of SDC Foundation   Chairperson Dunstonian Association 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StDunstansCollege/ StDunstansCol 

Remember that we really enjoy hearing about your 
experiences and your careers.  PLEASE send me this 
information – the next edition of The Chronicle will be 
published at the end of MARCH  2023 
 
If you happen to meet with any Dunstonians while on your 
travels, please take a picture and send it to me.  Also include 
details about when, where, who, etc. 
 
A special thank you to Fr Joe for sourcing information for the 
publication and to Mr Alan Lachenicht for proofreading each 
edition. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mandy Lachenicht 
THE EDITOR 
mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za 
078 422 1018 
 
 
 
 

Mr Taylor’s Induction – Monday, 17th October 

COMPLETION DATE:18th NOVEMBER 

PLEASE NOTE: Some photographs are missing – either 
because we could not source one or due to poor 

quality/resolution! 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor… 

We wish Mr Warwick Taylor a warm welcome and every blessing for his future 
at St Dunstan’s College. 
 
 


