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Editorial - A Message from Father Joe
“My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me,
because they belong to you… Holy Father, keep them and care for
them – all those that you have given me – so that they will be united
just as we are.”
- (John 17: 9, 11b)

As I sit and type this editorial, I am conscious of the debate that is still raging
over the impact that COVID has had in people’s lives. While most restrictions
have been lifted and things are returning to “normal”, there is still a sense of
unease around the pandemic and its aftermath. Thankfully, with the easing of
restrictions, we can return to hosting our Reunions – YAY!! We look forward to
welcoming the classes of 2000, 2001, 2002, 2010, 2011 and 2012 back on
campus. These are such joyous occasions and we really recommend our
Dunstonians from those years to come and join us on Friday, 7th October.
Please see the details in this publication for RSVP etc.
I was in conversation with one of our past pupils a few days ago and we were
reminiscing on the move from the centre of town to our new campus. Those
who were there will surely remember the day of “THE BIG MOVE” as pupils were
tasked with picking up their desk and chair and taking it to the vans outside
the old school (now St Francis College). The short bus ride up to the recently
built College was followed by the pupils collecting a desk and chair and
moving it into a classroom. Parents and pupils were even asked to help over
weekends to plant grass. Those were the days of community spirit at its best!
Fr Angus Paterson (our first Rector) was one of those who was instrumental in making that dream become a reality, and
what a beautiful school we have today as a result. We congratulate Fr Pat on recently becoming a grandfather. In
October we will say farewell to our current Rector, Mr McConnachie, who will be retiring after 8 years at the helm. We
thank him for his vision and leadership, especially through the turbulent times of the pandemic, and we wish him every
blessing for his retirement. We welcome Mr Taylor as our new Rector.
As a community we welcome the news of your achievements; it is such a joy to hear about Dunstonians who are making
their mark on society. There is always great delight to learn of births, engagements, marriages and graduations within our
Dunstonian family – to all the recent additions, we welcome you into our precious community. Sadly we also hear of those
who have died. Dr Granger Taylor (2013) died suddenly in his sleep a few months ago. It was so good to see many of our
staff and pupils who gathered to celebrate his life and to support his family.
Thank you to every one of you for what you bring to our St Dunstan’s family. We genuinely want to hear from you and
encourage you to contact Mrs Mandy Lachenicht with your news. Please can we ask you to send a picture of special
events to Mrs Lachenicht – mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za – so that we can share this within our community.
My prayer is that we never forget the incredible privilege we have of being part of such a phenomenal group, and such
an amazing institution, and that we always remember that we are beloved children of the loving God. May we be united
in Him and trust in His love all the days of our lives.
God bless and keep you.

All my love, Father Joe

In loving memory - Granger Taylor (Class of 2013)
Thank you to Jonathan Whitcomb (2012) for writing this special tribute to Granger, and to the family for sharing the
photographs.

GRANGER TAYLOR (26th November 1994 – 29th April 2022)
In 2005, my sister, Jessica, and I moved to St Dunstan’s where our cousins had been
going to school since Grade 0.
Grange and I were born 3 months apart but because his birthday was towards the
end of the year, Grange was kept back a year.
Everyone at St Dunstan’s, from the teachers to the students, knew how close our
families were. Although I was a year above him, I would spend plenty of time with
him and his classmates during breaks and weekends.
Granger’s influence to those around him was apparent. It is not easy to be so
influential at such a young age with the pressure of growing up and yet it came
naturally to him. He was always kind and compassionate and his positive outlook
on life was infectious.
In 2009, Grange and I were in a dune buggy when it overturned, leaving me with
a maimed arm and Grange with a bruised ‘pinky’ finger. He told my family how
helpless he felt not that he did not have the knowledge or ability to aid me in my
pain. He decided that day that he would become a doctor. For the next 3 years,
he relentlessly pursued better grades and spent hundreds of hours at hospitals
doing community service. He was rejected from all universities for medicine despite
his 5 distinctions in matric, but the pursuit of his passion was never going to be given
up so easily. He took the longer BSc route and in 2019, Granger became Dr Granger
Taylor.
I have been lucky and privileged to have experienced my cousin’s tenacity and zest for life. His continual need for
improvement in all facets of life have inspired me, and others, to be better every day and contend with life’s blessings
and curveballs. He was a best friend and soulmate to many and he will be sorely missed but, always remembered.

Forever in our hearts!
Jona

Psalm 139:13 - 16
For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.

Congratulations
Apologies in advance for the quality of the photographs. These would be so much better if people sent us high resolution
originals rather than having to rely on Facebook and LinkedIn for these. Please consider sending us originals as everyone
likes to hear good news from classmates.
A special thank you to Fr Joe for sourcing information and photographs for this publication.

BIRTHS

Congratulations to the following parents on the safe arrival of their precious bundles of joy:
th
.25 April
Nikita (nee Scott) (2010) and Pierre van Rooyen
A second child – a daughter, Lofn

10th June
Tawny (nee Alessandrini) (2011) and Tyrone Lloyd (2010)
A second child – a daughter, Amelia Demi

25th April
Alexandra (nee Seretis) (2008) and Nikola Sakota
A second child – a son, Dimitri

13th July
Chane (nee de Villiers) (2009) and Shaun Jones
A daughter, Billie-Jean

11th May
Monique (nee Jonquire) (2004) and Clayton Reeve
A second son – Miles

16th July
Amy (nee Anderson) (2004) and Roumando Yelliah
A daughter, Zara Mia

23rd May
Melissa (nee Symons) (2011) and Ryan Booyens
A daughter, Rylee

18th July
Natalie and Raymond Young (2007)
A son, Nate James

How Much Like Heaven
They said it would be long and painful.
They said it would be worth it.
They all said a lot of things,
And most of the time I heard it.
But of all the things they said,
They never could have prepared me
For how much like heaven it actually felt
To finally hold my baby.

ENGAGEMENTS
26th March
Shannon Ireland (2015) and Berend van Staden (2015))

13th June
Tash George (2011) and Bryce Woollgar

13th April
Logan Coetzer (2016) and Jarred Zackey

16th June
Tayla Brown (2018) and William Heydenrych

17th April
Alison King (2006) and Carl Shriever
24th April
Lexi McKenzie (2010) and Kyle McAdam
30th April
Angelique Murphy and Devon Hill (2012)
10th June
Christina Maria Tomescu (2010) and Gregor Switala

Sharlene Reddy and Shanley Perumal (2010)
20th June
Libby Batson (2009) and Rochelle Botha
21st June
Alyssa de Swardt and Kurtis Thomson (2015)
26th June
Shanel Du Preez and Gareth Bothma (2011)

WEDDINGS
19th December
Michelle (nee Flowers) (2005) and Mario Penso
26th March
Shené Pretorious (2012) and Tyrone Webster
16th April
Ashton Charnock (2012) and Wesley Coulentianos
21st April
Donya Austin and Padraic Bindon (2009)
30th April
Roxanne Sutherland and Shaun O’Brien (2012)
Holly Mitchell (2007) and Forrest Smith
20th May
Alexis Bierman and Stephen Varty (2010)
21st May
Grace Lottering and Mark Venter (2012)

28th May
Sarah Barclay (2009) and Dayne Boyd. Sarah is currently
a Mathematics teacher at the College.
30th May
Kelly Hutchesson (2008) and Richard Nevin
31st May
Shannen Johnson-Barker (2011) and Jordan Powell
5th June
Tenille Wagner (2008) and Jean le Roux
17th June
Michelle Couto (2011) and Dean Patricio
5th July
Tammy Croxford (2004) and Andrew Hay
23rd July
Claire Ryle (2011) and Warren Marshall celebrated their
wedding with family and friends in South Africa as the
couple currently live abroad.

Graduations
6th April
Carly Lakin (2017) – BCom LLB from Stellenbosch
University
Brandon Charge (2018) – Bachelor of Accounting
Sciences from UNISA

Dylan Rees (2018) – Bachelor of Commerce and
Accounting Sciences from the University of Pretoria
Tové Ferreira (2018) – Bachelor of Commerce and
Accounting Sciences from the University of Pretoria

Lance Ellse (2015. – Bachelor of Arts from UNISA

Megan Watts (2016) – Bachelor of Arts from the University
of Auckland

7th April
Courtney Dickson (2012) – Master of Science (Pharmacy)
from Rhodes University

10th May
Vaughan Barratt (2018) – Bachelor of Commerce from
Varsity College.

Kurtis Thomson (2015) – Law Degree from UNISA

11th May
Tegan De Weijer (2017) – Bachelor of Arts Honours in
Information Design from the University of Pretoria

Frederick Tredoux (2016) – Mechatronic Engineering
from Stellenbosch University. Frederick has recently
taken up a position as Qualification Engineer at ASML in
The Netherlands.

Jenna Dent (2014) – Bachelor of Education from IIE
Varsity College

11th April
Clare Govender (2017) – Bachelor of Accounting from
the University of Johannesburg

Shaun Chennells (2017) – Bachelor of Commerce
Honours in Investment Management from the University
of Pretoria

16th April
Heather Visser (2015) – Bachelor of Arts in Music and
Society from North-West University

31st May
Jamie van Wyk (2018) – Industrial Psychology degree
from the University of Pretoria

22nd April
Maxine Draper (nee Janse van Rensburg) (2010) – PhD
in Human Anatomy from the University of Pretoria

Tayla Jonker (2015) – Master of Commerce in Marketing
Management from the University of Pretoria

Sebrina Grobler (2015) and Tyler Jardine (2015) – their LLB
degrees from the University of Pretoria
28th April
Matthew Cresswell (2017) – Bachelor of Engineering
Science in Digital Arts from the University of the
Witwatersrand

Nicole Langerman (2017) – Bachelor of
Psychology from the University of Pretoria

Arts

in

Caylin Rossouw (2018) – Bachelor of Law from the
University of Pretoria
Keegan Dobbins (2016) – Bachelor of Education from the
University of Pretoria

30th April
Megan Murray (2013) – Architecture Honours degree
from the University of the Witwatersrand

Kaylee Harris (2018) – Bachelor of Arts (with Distinction)
from the University of Pretoria. Kaylee also received her
Academic Honorary Colours.

2nd May
Bianca Wrighton (2015) – Biokinetics Honours from the
University of Pretoria

Megan Santiero (2010) – BCom in Human Resources
Management from UNISA

Cailin (nee Cunningham) du Preez (2013) – BVSc from
the University of Pretoria

22nd June
Ciarra Horne (2017) – Bachelor of Law with distinction
from Varsity College Pretoria

5th May
Jenna Craddock (2014) – Master of Science in Human
Genetics (with distinction) from the University of Pretoria

7th July
Craig Zuma (2012) – Bachelor of Arts (Health Sciences
and Social Services) from Unisa

Tyra Pottinger (2017) – Bachelor of Education from the
University of Pretoria

20th July
Mikayla van Welie (2013) – MSc (Medicine) from the
University of the Witwatersrand

9th May
Camryn Clark (2018) – Bachelor of Commerce and
Accounting Sciences from the University of Pretoria

Announcements (Job promotoins etc)
Kelly Nevin (nee Hutchesson) (2008) has been promoted to partner at Eversheds Sutherland.

Achievements
Executive Pastry Chef, Kevin Miller (2002), who was employed at the luxury 5-star ‘The Lanesborough – London, at the
time was the runner-up in the final of THE GREAT BRITISH BAKE OFF – PROFESSIONALS. Kevin has recently started a new
position as Head Pastry Chef at Qima Coffee.

Nobukhosi Nkosi

(2005) won a Young Designers
Competition in 2008. Since then her brand KHOSI
NKOSI, which is available exclusively through the
Young Designers Emporium (YDE), continues to
feature in the wardrobes of prominent South African
women – including actress Nomzamo Mbatha, Miss
South Africa 2015, Liesl Laurie and Mrs South Africa
2016 Candice Abrahams.
It comes as no surprise to see her designer fashionwear worn by the recently announced Miss South
Africa Top 10 finalists at a function held at The
Maslow Hotel in Sandon

Liberty Battson (2009), who graduated with a BA Fine Arts (distinction) at the University of Pretoria in 2013, has just finished

her latest solo show at the Everard Read Gallery in Cape Town. Her latest showcase, YADA-YADA CLUB, is explicitly postmodern and uses a variety of Liberty’s most revered artistic Masters of the 20th Century as affectionate references,
creating interpretations of works from artists like Dali and Matisse.
In an article sourced on www.ceconline.co.za, Liberty explains that she has ventured away from stripes to Abstraction
and Modern Art whose key principles are uniformity, structure and geometry. As a result, she has selected specific subjects
and arranged them into funny faces.

Awards
Morgan Phillips

(2003) obtained joint 7th position in the world for the CIMA February 2022 Strategic Case Study

Examination.

Nikita Botes (nee Prinsloo) (2005), who is currently employed by The Evolution Group Ltd, is one of the brilliant consultants
that has been nominated for the ‘Rising Star of the Year’ Award at the Women in Tech Excellence Awards 2022.

Timothy Jansen van Vuuren (2009) received a Daytime Emmy Award for Cinematography for his role in filming the series
PENGUIN TOWN, which is currently on Netflix.

Jessica de Bod (2018) received the Best Tap and Jazz Choreographer Awards at The Waterfront Theatre School.

Sports achievements
Dean Kupferman (2006) was voted as the Golf Club Professional of the Year in the Central Gauteng region.
Professional Golfer, Casandra Alexander (nee Hall)
(2017) is currently playing on the European Tour.
Highlights of her 1st season include finishing in the top 10
at the Jabra Ladies Open (in Evian-les-Baines, France)
and 4th in in the Italian Open (Fubine, Italy).
Casandra will be playing in the AIG Woman’s British
Open at Muirfield at the beginning of August.

Jamie van Wyk

(2018), has been contracted as a
Proteas (national) netball player. Further to this, Jamie,
together with her sister Kylie van Wyk (2020) and Alice
Kennan (2019) have been selected as members of the
netball team to represent South Africa at the CUCSA
Games in Lilongwe, Malawi.

A special mention
It is always special when positive feedback is given
about past matriculants. Thank you to one of the dads
at the Preparatory School for sending through a ‘feelgood’ story about Matthew Plenderleith (2016).
The parent, who is in the travel industry, paid a visit to
one of the lodges that his company manages in
Abelana Game Reserve. There he met Matthew, who
is now a field guide. His overall experience with
Matthew was superb and to quote the parent: “he is
probably the best, young guide that he has
encountered and will go far in his field.”
Please send us more of this kind of news! We would love
feature more of them.

Matthew is pictured on the left

Serving at St Dunstan’s College…
Staff that have been at St Dunstan’s College for 20 years or more

Alan Lachenicht, Lee-Anne Jones, William Matthewson, Joe Thompson, Steve Whitelaw, Devin Goorsamy, Mandi Burger
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Staff that have been at St Dunstan’s College for more than 10 years

Jill Greenslade, Le-Anne Jamison, Gary Ellse, Michelle Dace, Cindy Crause, Sandra Wurts, Sue Opperman, Kirsten Raath
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Dunstonians that are members of staff…
COLLEGE
Kirsten Raath (nee Potgieter) – 2002. Kirsten is the House Director of Deans and teaches English. Her two daughters, Mila
and Lily, attend the Pre-School.

Candice Preston – 2008. Candice teaches Business Studies. Having completed her Masters degree, Candice wrote a book
aimed at teens and young adults that shares seven keys that can help them to achieve success sooner in their lives. These
keys include; developing a mindset for success, networking, learning anything with ease and managing money, to name
a few. The book not only imparts this knowledge but Candice coaches the reader to apply what they learn to see real
results in their lives.

Cavin Coutsides – 2008. Cavin is a member of the Sports Department.
Sarah Boyd (nee Barclay) – 2009. Sarah teaches Mathematics. She has recently married Dwayne. The couple had an
intimate wedding ceremony in the Kruger National Park.

Jessica Pike (nee Kahts) – 2009. Jess is a member of the Sports Department.

She has just had her second child. (see the

next edition for details)

Claire Roux (nee Wolmarans) – 2010. Claire, having originally studied Law at the University of Pretoria, joined the staff this
year as an English teacher.

Sarah Bouch – 2015. Sarah is currently teaching Mathematics.
James Whitelaw – 2017. James will be teaching Geography from September.
PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Kayleigh Allen – 2012. Kayleigh is currently a Grade 3 teacher.
PREPARATORY SCHOOL INTERN
Carla Lichtblau – 2021
PRE-SCHOOL
Sarah Lamont (nee Muller) – 2000. Sarah is currently a Grade 0 teacher. Sarah has two daughters, Jordan (in Grade 9 at
the College) and Kenzie (in Grade 6 at the Preparatory School).

Melissa Herrmann (nee Peck) – 2001. Melissa is currently the Grade 0000 teacher. Her two children, Adam and Lily, both
attend the Preparatory School.

Kelly Cousins – 2005. Kelly is the Communications Officer and PA to the Pre-School Headmistress.
Kira Quabeck – 2009. Kira is currently a Grade 00 teacher. Her two children, Declan and Reagan, attend the Pre-School.
PRE-SCHOOL INTERNS
Meg Cousins – 2017
Gaby De Gouveia – 2019
Alison McLachlan – 2019
THIRTY ONE THREE COFFEE
Rudi van der Merwe – 2001. Rudi runs his business, Thirty One Three Artisan Roasted Coffee, in the E John Bulter Centre for
the Arts. During the COVID pandemic, Rudi set up ‘shop’ in Millburn Street (the road that runs between the College and
the Preparatory School). He will continue running his mobile van at that site as well a from the EJB each morning as well
as after school. Should you be in the vicinity, why not pop past for a ‘cuppa’!

A message from the Pre-School Head…
It is with great excitement that St Dunstan’s Pre-School announces the opening of our third Grade 00 class in 2023. This
addition completes the last phase of our expansion project which started in June 2021. The new Grade 00 class adds to
the already existing Quad Squad class (ages 2-3), our two Grade 000 classes (ages 3-4), our two Grade 00 classes (ages 45) and our three Grade 0 classes (ages 5-6). Our Pre-School campus now comprises nine classrooms and one technology
class.
Our new Grade 00 class will have a maximum of 20 children and there is no doubt that our children will be afforded a
substantial amount of individual attention. As in our other classes, we work in small groups, ensuring that we offer a
differentiated learning experience and our children are stimulated across all areas of our curriculum.
The Grade 00 children attend a weekly robotics lesson, where they are exposed to the basics of coding and programming,
using our much-loved Bee-Bots, and Cuboid and Coda Mouse robots. Bee-Bots are exciting, programmable, floor robots
which are the perfect starting point for teaching control, directional language and programming to young children. As
the children progress, Cuboids and Coda Mouse robots are introduced to add new difficulty and thinking strategy levels
to the Technology curriculum.
Weekly Music lessons take place in the state-of-the-art E John Butler Centre, where the children are taught with basic
percussion instruments, enhancing their auditory development through rhythm and beat.
We are also extremely blessed to have the Eagle Tumbling coaches as part of our team, who provide an engaging Gross
Motor programme for all our classes. During Edu-Tumble lessons the coaches focus on developing the children’s core
muscle strength and basic co-ordination skills.
At St Dunstan’s Pre-School we pride themselves on our warm and inviting environment which allows children to feel safe
and to learn crucial foundation skills through engaging play. To all Dunstonians, we invite you to come and view the school
and remember where it all started. If you would like to book a tour, please contact Kelly Cousins on
kcousins@stdunstans.co.za.

Abigail Smulders

STOP, take a detour and visit the Pre-School!

Dunstonians - at the Preparatory School Golf Day
It was wonderful catching up with Matthew Aitken, Christy (nee Allen) De Abreu, Teryn (nee Westerhof) Terry, Cavin
Coutsides, KB Mashigo, Adrian van der Merwe and Matt Liechti.
KB is currently serving on the College Council. Christy and Teryn are both parents at the Preparatory School. Matthew’s
wife, Sheena, is a secretary at the Preparatory School. His daughter, Eva, will be joining the Grade 0000 class next year.

“Make new friends, but keep the old; Those are silver, these are gold. “
– Joseph Parry

New Rector for St Dunstan’s College
At the end of May, Council announced the efficacious recruitment of the
new College Rector and Headmaster - Mr Warwick Taylor, who will be
joining the school in the middle of October after Mr Michael
McConnachie’s successful tenure and retirement this year.

BIOGRAPHY
Mr Warwick Taylor matriculated in 1983 at Springs Boys’ High School. He
went on to complete a BSc degree and an HDip Ed at the University of the
Witwatersrand. Further to this, he completed a BEd Honours degree in
School Management and Leadership at the University of Johannesburg as
well as the University of the Witwatersrand ‘Leadership Development
Programme’.
Mr Taylor taught Science at Parktown Boys High from 1991 to 1994. He was
then appointed to the position of Head of the Science Department at King
David School in Victory Park. After 4 years, he was promoted to the position
of Vice-Head of the School. From 2001, Mr Taylor held the position of Head
of the Science Department at St John’s College in Johannesburg. In 2009,
he was promoted to Senior Master and then progressed further by being
appointed as the Deputy Headmaster at St John’s College in May 2010, a
position he held until being appointed as Executive Head at Saheti School
in 2014.
We wish him, his wife Brigitte and his family (Jessica and Matthew) every
blessing for their future at St Dunstan’s College.

In case you missed it …
The College Culture and Arts Department put on a school production once again – “A CHORUS LINE – HIGH SCHOOL
EDITION”. A special thank you to Tarryn (nee Heard) Botha (2011) for assisting with the choreography in the show. Tarryn,
having completed her B Tech degree in Musical Theatre at the Tshwane University of Technology, is the resident
choreographer at OAK Youth Theatre. Her recent ‘claim to fame’, is that she has joined the cast of this year’s brand-new
Janice Honeyman pantomime ‘Adventures in Pantoland’.

Reunion News …

FROM THE EDITOR

Remember that we really enjoy hearing
about your experiences and your
careers.
PLEASE send me this
information – the next edition of The
Chronicle will be published at the end
of NOVEMBER 2022
If you happen to meet with any
Dunstonians while on your travels,
please take a picture and send it to me.
Also include details about when,
where, who etc.
A special thank you to Fr Joe for
sourcing information for the publication
and to Mr Alan Lachenicht for
proofreading each edition.
Kind regards,
Mandy Lachenicht
THE EDITOR
mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za
078 422 1018

MORE DETAILS:
•
•
•

Partners are welcome to attend
Regretfully, NO children allowed
Dress ‘Smart Casual’

A formal invitation to follow! However, you are welcome to RSVP already.

Volunteers needed, please!

We are looking forward to having a ‘bumper’ reunion function this year.
However, to make this event successful, I need a volunteer to be the yeargroup co-ordinator to pass on information, to co-ordinate numbers as well as
contact those not on social media.

COMPLETION DATE: 25th JULY
PLEASE NOTE: Some photographs

are missing – either because we
could not source one or due to
poor quality/resolution!

Looking forward to hearing from you in this regard!

https://www.facebook.com/StDunstansCollege/

StDunstansCol

