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EDITORIAL - #COVIDEDITION6
A MESSAGE FROM KABELO MASHIGO

It gives me great pleasure to reach out to the St Dunstan’s family and share
my pride in what the school has achieved over the years in rather
challenging times.
For those of you that do not know me, my name is Kabelo Mashigo (KB)
and I am an alumnus of this spectacular school (2008). I had the great
pleasure of sharing the corridors with many of you and I can say without
fear or favour that you all made St Dunstan’s what it is today. The
contribution that current and past Dunstonians have made, and continue
to make, is a major element in what defines the soul of our school.
The topic I was presented with was ‘growth’ and how we can harness that
into positive change and momentum. Simply put, my answer is
involvement. We have the opportunity to reconnect, share ideas and
assist the school in a multitude of ways. Your voice has a place and it is
time that we all take this opportunity to reacquaint ourselves with our alma
mater. We have a unique golden thread that connects us all and this is
the opportune time to breathe life into the Dunstonian Association.
I have been tasked with bridging the gap between Alumni, Council and
the school community at large and I would like to extend a hand of
invitation to all those who want to grow our Alumni network and make a positive impact on growing this institution within
the school. Let us use this forum to socialise, network and help guide St Dunstan’s into a prosperous future.

THE NEW PAVILION AT THE PREPARATORY
READ MORE ABOUT IT LATER IN THIS PUBLICATION

CONGRATULATIONS
Apologies in advance for the quality of the photographs. These would be so much better if people sent us high resolution
originals rather than having to rely on Facebook and LinkedIn for these. Please consider sending us originals as everyone
likes to hear good news from classmates.
A special thank you to Fr Joe for sourcing information and photographs for this publication.

BIRTHS

Congratulations to the following parents on the safe arrival of their precious bundles of joy:
th
.14 November
Cara and Donovan Mills (2005)
A daughter, Mia Hope

Sasha (nee Kasselman) (2005) and Gordon Brown
A daughter, Alice Rose
18th December
Kayla (nee Reilander) (2014) and Nicholas Slabbert
A son, Treygan Slayde
30th December
Kerryn (nee Lachenicht) (2013) and Barry Grimbeek
(2011)
A son, Zachary Stuart
4th January
Ashlee (nee Kelly) (2008) and Byron Hennessy
A daughter, Jaydn-Lee
Mikaila (nee Westmorland) (2013) and Andrew Perry
(2008)
A son, Kaeden

27th January
Lauren (nee Schroeder) (2002) and Darren Munro
A second child – a daughter, Londyn Lea
Kirsten (nee Roche) (2008) and Tim Smit (2003)
A son, Elliot
Nikki (nee Lachenicht) (2011) and Steven Verwey (2007)
A second child – a son, Harvey John
2nd February
Hayley (nee Schroeter) (2013) and Wade Dick (2011)
A daughter, Morgan Jade
22nd February
Terri (nee Greenslade) (2010) and Glen Coulter (2012)
A son, Oliver David
6th March
Amanda (nee Reynolds) (2007) and Devlin Conway
A son, James Patrick
10th March
Claire Kelty (2003) and Derek van der Merwe
A son, Oliver Scott Kelty. Claire and Derek already
have twin daughters.

Sometimes the littlest things take up
the most room in your heart.
—Winnie the Pooh

ENGAGEMENTS
18th November
Nicholas Kershaw (2010) and Lois Stander
The couple have since relocated to the United Kingdom.
27th November
Cassandra Zipp (2013) and Kyle Clifford
11th December
Tenielle Wagner (2008) and Jean le Roux
14th December
Nadene Dicks (2016) and Michael Jennings (2015)

20th December
Theresa Stanley (2012) and Byron Rose
24th December
Deanne Alessandrini (2013) and Jonathan Lombard
(2015)
Kylie Traube (2010) and Tristan Renaud
5th January
Bianca Robinson (2015) and Ludolth Malman
12th March
Sarah Barclay (2009) and Dayne Boyd.
Sarah is currently a Mathematics teacher at the College.

WEDDINGS
2021

21st November
Kim Fowler (2009) and Kimberley Forbes
Candace Gloag (2013) and Grant Schroeder (2008)
Although the couple got married on the 11th of February
2020, they celebrated this special occasion with family
and friends at a ceremony in Dullstroom.
Candace and Grant currently reside in Hong Kong.
Robyn McMaster (2011) and Divan Prinsloo
Having got married during lockdown (20th November
2020), Robyn and Divan celebrated this special
occasion with family and friends at a ceremony at the
Shed and Silo venue in Benoni.
26th November
Adrienne Kelly (2010) and Vincent Craukamp
27th November
Nichole Fuls and Garrick Jardine (2011)
Deidré Engelbrecht and Clinton Cheia (2011)

28th November
Sarah White (2004) and Jason Reynolds
1st December
Dominique Gaydon and Ethan Pitts (2011)
5th December
Natasha Teixeira (2013) and Jared Lucas
10th December
Caitlin Conway (2008) and Graham Beetge
16th December
Youmesha Govender and Sashin Padiyachy (2010)
21st December
Timielle Hefer (2005) and Taz Agrela
28th December
Laura Kelty (2001) and Gareth Scarff

WEDDINGS
2022
4th February
Casandra Hall (2017) and Adrian Alexander

6th March
Zita and Matthew Rafferty (2004)

12th February
Sarah Tribe and Dale Horne (2011)
Sarah is currently a Grade 4 teacher at the Preparatory
School.

Tammy Currie and Garth Foxon (2004)

Cailin Cunningham (2011) and Demain du Preez

19th March
Kirsten Bray (2006) and Gregory Schluep

Jess de Robillard (2011) and Breandan Lawson
19th February
Carmen da Silva (2004) and Brett Purves

12th March
Nicole Goate (2011) and Cameron McMillan (2008)

Tarryn Heard (2011) and Cameron Botha

“The true beauty of a bride lies in the eyes of the groom.”

MATRIC 2021
VALEDICTORY

As per the annual tradition, the College welcomed back Lee-Anne Andanje and
Keanu Gil (Head Girl and Head Boy of 2017 respectively) to address the matriculants
at their Valedictory Service. Lee-Anne had just completed her BCom Economics
Honours Degree and Keanu is completing his Aeronautical Engineering Degree.

MATRIC RESULTS - FROM THE RECTOR

IEB Examination Results 2021
It may appear to some that we are blasé about the final Grade 12 results. Nothing
could be further from the truth. As educators, we are very anxious about the potential
outcome, not because we lack confidence in the ability of our students, but probably
as a result of how important the final result is, particularly in the public perception,
irrespective if we think that it should not mean so much.
We are once again delighted that St Dunstan’s College has recorded a 100% pass
rate and a 94,4% Bachelor Degree pass rate. Many of our students have performed
exceptionally well, and they may have anticipated such results. We are thrilled that
many of those who were worried about their results have obtained their best results in
their school career.
The academic achievements of our Matric class of 2021 reflect their talent and
endeavour, but we cannot ignore their resilience and pure grit which they displayed
throughout a trying year. The sadness, in some respects, is that this class was multitalented and were denied the opportunity to showcase their other talents. We
applaud their resolve and determination and wish each and every one well in their
futures and thank them for the role they played in the growth of our College.
Three of our students attained eight (8) distinctions each:
•
Nicolau Borrageiro
•
Chloe Cresswell (IEB commendable achievement and top 1% in Dramatic Arts)
•
David Rossmann (IEB top 1% in Geography)
Kendry Chikochi attained seven (7) distinctions and was in the top 1% in Accounting, Mathematics and Physical Sciences.
Olivia Paulo and Hope Watt achieved six (6) distinctions and Kelby Crane, Angelina Erasmus, Anastasia Hatzilias, Eden
Neave and Caleb Rademan each achieved five (5) distinctions.
Much of the success of our students should be attributed to all those who were significant in their lives, and these notables
include their supportive parents and our educators, but also those educators who engendered a love for a subject in
their formative years. We recognise and thank all who imbued our students with a strong work ethic, a moral compass,
and other attributes which guided them throughout their schooling.
We congratulate all those in the Benoni community who were successful in their Grade 12 examinations. We salute all
those teachers who continue to nurture the growth of the youth in our country.
Michael McConnachie
Rector

STAFF NEWS
Claire Roux

(nee Wolmarans) (2010) has been
appointed as an English Teacher at the College.

Carla Lichtblau (2021) has been appointed as an Intern
at the Preparatory. She will be studying Intermediate
Phase teaching.

GRADUATIONS
Congratulations to the following Dunstonians on completing their degrees:

Brittney Chapman, (2009) MBChB (University of Pretoria).
Maxine Draper

(nee Jansen van Rensburg) (2010), has officially
submitted her PhD in Human Anatomy: Cell Biology.

Mark Venter (2012) qualified to register as a CA(SA).
Tsobotsi Koloti

(2013) – a Masters in Theology (Magna Cum
Laude) from the University of the Western Cape.
TITLE: “Pastoral care responses to Clergy Sexual Abuse: A case
study of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa.”

Kelsey Bester, 2014 Head Girl, MBChB (University of Cape Town).
Ricardo Delgado, 2014 Head Boy, qualified to register as a CA(SA).
Kayla McFarlane (2015) qualified to register as a CA(SA).
Vyasan Govenden (2015) qualified to register as a CA(SA).
Kiara Bruggeman

(2015) qualified as a Physiotherapist at Saxion
University of Applied Sciences in the Netherlands (Enschede).
Kiara caught up with fellow classmates from St Dunstan’s College
– Connor Smith, Amy Pawson and Jessica Qvist - whilst on
vacation at the end of November.

Please send us photographs if you happen to meet with any
Dunstonians while on your travels. Also include details about
when, where, who etc.

Kelsey Naidoo

and Jarryd Sheehan, 2015 Head Girl and Head
Boy respectively, received their MBChB degrees from the
University of Pretoria.

Keegan Dobbins (2016) – BEd Senior Phase (University of Pretoria).
Keegan attained 7 distinctions in his final year.

Ciarra Horne (2017) – a 4-year Law degree.
James Whitelaw

(2017) – BEd Intermediate Phase (UNISA) with

distinction.

Lebo Phasha

(2017) – BSc Hons Food Science (University of

Pretoria).

Lee-Anne Andanje,

2017 Head Girl, BCom Economics Honours
(University of Pretoria).

Jordan O’Callaghan

(2017) – B MechEng (University of Pretoria).
Jordan is currently enrolled at UP as an Honours student.

Jamie van Wyk (2018) – Industrial Psychology Degree (University
of Pretoria).

Whatever you choose for a career path, remember
the struggles along the way are only meant
to shape you for your purpose.
—Chadwick Boseman

RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Kirby Downey (2008)
Kirby received the DriveWorks SWUGN
Leader of the Year Award.

Samantha Reyneke (nee Niemann)
(2005)
Congratulations to Samantha for being
promoted to Director at NSDV (Nupen
Staude de Vries).

Prinavan Pillay (2010)
Prinavan has been accepted at the
London Business School, which is
consistently ranked in the global top 10,
for the Executive MBA Programme.

Dennis De Gouveia (2014)
Congratulations to Dennis for being
promoted to Actuarial Manager at EY –
General Insurance.

Neshalia Nayager (2016)
Neshalia, who has just started her final
year of her law degree, is on the
Dean’s list for the second time (2020
and 2021).

Samantha Leathers (2019)
Samantha completed her Level 5 Diploma in Journalism in May 2021, qualifying with a Gold Standard under the
National Council for the Training of Journalists (NCTJ) in the UK.
In July 2021 Samantha began working in the personal finance department of Express.co.uk as a reporter.
She has since interviewed the likes of billionaire industry moguls Steven Bartlett and Dominic McGregor, Bloomberg
anchor Caroline Hyde, former Treasurer of the United States Rosa Gumataotao Rios and Michael Jackson's personal
bodyguard Matt Fiddes, alongside hundreds of others.
Find her latest articles here: https://www.express.co.uk/journalist/123040/Samantha-Leathers

Siobhan Dobbins (2020)
Siobhan has been invited to be a member of the Golden Key International Honour Society. Siobhan is currently in
second year of a Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering degree at the University of Pretoria.

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
Wesley Marshall (2012)
Wesley is currently playing cricket for the North West
Dragons.
He played a ‘lone warrior’ innings against the Paarl
Rocks in February, scoring 97 off 148 balls, which
included 8 fours and 3 sixes.

Casandra (nee Hall) Alexander (2017)
Cassandra finished 2nd in the SuperSport Ladies
Challenge held at Sun City in February.

ATTENTION DUNSTONIANS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN
BOOK YOUR TOUR OF THE PRE-SCHOOL!

St Dunstan’s Pre-School focuses on developing a solid foundation in education while forming strong roots in every area of
a child’s development.
Our holistic approach to education provides engaging activities to promote growth in Social and Emotional
Development, Gross and Fine Motor Development, Cognitive and Perceptual Skills, Literacy, Numeracy, Auditory and
Visual Skills, as well as developing Knowledge, Understanding and Creativity.
We are a play-based school and believe that children learn best in a secure, happy, engaging and stimulating
environment. Our aim is to encourage learning concepts concretely, through play, in preparation for abstract learning.
The 21st Century skills of collaboration, communication, creativity and critical thinking are the foundation of everything
we do. In an ever-changing world it is crucial that we prepare our children for jobs that will use technologies that do not
yet exist, while maintaining the wonder of childhood. How do we do this? Continual observations, group work and learning
through play allow us to meet the children at their individual developmental level and enable the children to think for
themselves. We develop their problem-solving skills, we give them the tools to effectively communicate with each other
on an intellectual as well as on an emotional level. By securing a solid foundation with all these skills in place, the children
establish coping mechanisms and thinking strategies to ensure future success.
Our facilities include a newly built cycle track, a mud-kitchen, a vertical Lego wall, a robotics classroom, music centre, a
mini-soccer field and ample equipment to enhance upper body strength and core muscles. Sensory regulation is included
in all that we do and we remain committed to the individual, holistic growth of each of our students.
Above all, St Dunstan’s Pre-School endeavors to create a family environment. This is our commitment to our parents at St
Dunstan’s Pre-School, that we grow together, develop together and serve together.
We are a community united and we invite you to be part of the growth.
Book a tour and secure your spot today!

Cycle track

Newly built ‘Hobbit’s Hollow’
Both girls have a parent that attended St Dunstan’s:
Prabashini Kisten (2003) and Rudi van der Merwe (2001)

Lego Wall

Technology in action

DID YOU KNOW…

ST DUNSTAN’S HAS AN AFTERCARE FACILITY
Joanne Steyn

(whose son Dean and daughter Danica attended St Dunstan’s College) runs an Aftercare Facility and
holiday club for children from Grade 000 to Grade 7.

‘QUAD SQUAD’ UPDATE

THE NEWEST INITIATIVE AT THE PRE-SCHOOL
After 28 years of shaping young minds, St Dunstan’s Pre-School embarked on a brand new adventure and opened up their
very first 0000 class, affectionately dubbed “The Quad Squad”. The class, which is headed up by Melissa Herrmann, a
Dunstonian (Class of 2001), filled almost immediately. The littlest members of the school have certainly taken the Pre-School
by storm. Melissa brings with her over 16 years of experience to the Quad Squad class, leaving behind the ‘Honey Pot’,
which she ran for the past 8 years.
Sending your little ones to school can be daunting and parents often question why school is necessary at two years old.
The Quad Squad speaks for itself! This classroom is filled with not one but THREE loving and attentive staff members (class
teacher, teaching assistant and a teaching intern), who will ensure that each child receives the individual attention, love
and nurturing that they would receive at home. The benefit of being in a class environment means that the children have
an opportunity to develop their social and emotional skills. Melissa’s combination of structure and routine with her love and
nurturing style of teaching encourages a happy and well-adjusted child who is ready to enter the “bigger” Pre-School from
Grade 000. The Quad Squad boasts its own private garden and ablution facilities within the Pre-School while at the same
time allowing them access to the larger playground. It’s the best of both worlds but don’t take our word for it, book a tour
today with Kelly Cousins and come and see for yourself.

The Quad Squad’s own private garden

RECENT AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

THE PRE-SCHOOL AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

The new Pre-School entrance and cycle track

PREPARATORY SCHOOL SPORTS FACILITIES UPGRADE

PUTTING THE DEVELOPMENT INTO PERSPECTIVE – BY MR PATRICK JARDINE (VICE-CHAIR OF COUNCIL)
The Preparatory School swimming pool and pool pavilion is a great example of long-term planning finally coming to
fruition.
In 2003 the school was planning the layout of the Preparatory School sports fields. During this process the school Council
members realised that it would not be economically viable to build any facilities on the southern side of the sports fields,
as the ground dipped off so steeply towards the wetland. As a result, the football fields were shifted north towards the
fence line, and the southern side was designated as a parking area. However, the Preparatory School still needed netball
and tennis courts, so the plan was thus to start levelling out the area with material spoiled from other building projects. As
the campus grew, more and more of this material was spoiled in this area until it was decided, in 2021, to finally develop
this area.
The building committee appointed Brandon Jardine (Class of 2008) – the designer of the E John Butler Centre for the Arts
– for the masterplan layout and pavilion design. We then appointed Kyle Visser, whose grandfather was one of the early
pupils at the Preparatory in the 1920s, as the engineer. His task was to resolve the soil consolidation problems associated
with soil clumps, the involved impact compaction, excavation and recompacting spoil under the pavilion and pool,
together with the engineering foundation design of the pool and pavilion.
The pavilion contract went out to tender and Classique Builders were the lowest tender, represented by Mark Whittington,
whose brother has children in the school.
At the end of the day the project was excellently delivered by a team of like-minded people from within the greater St
Dunstan’s community.

The finishing touches in the pavilion

PREPARATORY SCHOOL SPORTS FACILITIES UPGRADE

NETBALL AND TENNIS COURTS, SWIMMING POOL AND PAVILION OFFICIAL OPENING

AROUND THE COLLEGE CAMPUS

The beautiful College gardens…
Watch this space for news on future developments!

FAREWELL, LINAH!

FROM THE EDITOR

Remember that we really enjoy
hearing about your experiences
and your careers. PLEASE send
me this information – the next
edition of The Chronicle will be
published at the end of JULY 2022
If you happen to meet with any
Dunstonians while on your travels,
please take a picture and send it
to me. Also include details about
when, where, who etc.

Linah retired after 22 years and 9 months
service to the Preparatory School

REUNION NEWS
CLASSES OF 2000, 2001, 2002, 2010, 2011 AND 2012

A special thank you to Fr Joe for
sourcing information for the
publication and to Mr Alan
Lachenicht for proofreading
each edition.
Wishing you and your family a
HAPPY EASTER!
Kind regards,
Mandy Lachenicht
THE EDITOR
mlachenicht@stdunstans.co.za
078 422 1018

COMPLETION DATE: 25th MARCH

https://www.facebook.com/StDunstansCollege/

StDunstansCol

