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to my staff 

Abigail Smulders

As 2021 draws to a close I would like to dedi-
cate this newsletter to the ladies and the sin-
gle standing gentleman who make up the 
wonderful team of the Pre-School Staff.

The teachers, interns, teaching assistants, sup-
port and admin staff make a truly remarkable 
team and I feel privileged to lead them. This 
year has been full of ups and downs, yet they 
have remained a united group collaborating 
through difficulties to ensure the growth of the 
children.This time of year is always difficult, we 
deal with the emotions of children leaving 
the Pre-School, bidding farewell to families 
who are part of our community amidst report 
writing and a fairly jam packed schedule. The 
changes brought about by Covid, not hav-
ing our parents on campus and surviving the 
build have all been challenging but I remain 
proud of how well the staff have coped.

Much of our sadness is compounded as we 
wish Mrs Lyn Sansom farewell. While I will say 
an official farewell at the Seahorse Celebra-
tion Concert, it would be negligent of me 
not to mention her to the entire parent body. 
Lyn is the longest standing member of the St 
Dunstan’s Pre-School Staff and leaves a sub-
stantial 50 year teaching legacy behind her.  
Lyn, we wish you wonder in this new chapter 

of your life, may 
your retirement 
be an adven-
ture.

To all my staff, 
thank you for 
filling the school 
with joy, wonder 
and fun. Thank 
you for working 
with me through 
all the chang-
es, your support, 
dedication and 
continued assis-
tance does not go unnoticed. The effort that 
you put in is evident in the growth of each of 
the children and as you prepare to pass them 
on to their next teachers, be proud of the role 
you have played in their lives.

The week in review
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20 November: Pre-School picnic
25 November: Meet the Teacher
26 November: Grade 0 concert & celebration
30 November: Reports Issued
3 December: School closes for 2021

Dates to diarise

2022 school calendar

*Dates subject to change due to 
Government 

Department of 
Education and the

Covid-19 virus
 Pandemic.
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class lists & staffing 2022
Class Lists 2022

As per our tradition, our 2021 class lists will be released before closing this year. This allows the 
teachers the opportunity to get to know the children coming into their classes and it gives the 
children an opportunity to meet and bond with their new class teacher.

I ask that you assist your child with the transition by being positive about the class they have 
been placed in, even if this is a different class to their siblings, or a different teacher to one 
you had hoped for. The children will form their attitude towards the new year based on your 
reactions, so please be positive and encourage your child to greet their new teacher each 
morning for the remainder of the year.

Much thought has gone into the class lists and, as much as possible - every child’s circum-
stances have been taken into consideration.  The lists are final and no changes will be made.  
Your understanding in this regard will be greatly appreciated.

Please note that the current St Dunstan’s children will meet their new teachers on the 25th of 
November 2021.

It is important to remember that not all children move up a grade. Some of our students are 
immigrating, some are leaving us for other schools and others have been gifted another year 
in the Grade they are currently in. Please support each other as the St Dunstan’s community 
and be respectful of the decisions each family has made. 

Staff Changes 2022

Mrs Kathryn Falconer, 
who currently teaches 

Grade 1 at the Prepara-
tory school will be moving 
into the Grade 0 group, 

alongside Mrs Gina 
Tondolo and Mrs Sarah 

Lamont.

I would also like to 
welcome our new staff 
member, Mrs Melissa 
Hermann who joins us 

from The Honey Pot and 
who will be teaching our 
new Grade 0000 class, 

fondly known as
      “The Quad Squad”. Melissa Herrmannkathryn falconer
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The Grade 0s have had a busy week consolidating their Letterland 
programme and practising hard for their end of year concert!

Grade 0
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The Grade 00s have been learning all about MINI BEASTS!

Grade 00
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The Grade 000s have been learning all about Under the Sea! 
Well done, Grade 000s!

Grade 000
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