
Dear Parents, Girls and Boys, 

 

One of the highlights of our term is our 

academic badge assembly. Here, we 

award children who have excelled 

academically. We award a gold badge 

for those children who have achieved an 

aggregate of 80% or above for the 

previous term. This is an award that 

recognises Academic Excellence and is 

certainly not limited to only the top ten. Our silver badge is for 

Academic Achievement and is awarded to those pupils who 

achieve an overall average of 75% - 79%. I am particularly 

proud of the next badge that awards pupils for Academic 

Endeavour, and this white badge is not necessarily awarded to 

our high academic achievers, but is rather awarded to those 

who continue to persevere and give of their best academically. 

This badge recognises ongoing effort on the academic front. 

Having said this, I would like to share the following with you.  

 

Dr Tony Humphreys, who is an author and psychologist writes 

about addiction to success.  I would like to share a few of his 

views with you. He argues that every person, child or adult is 

worthy of himself - not because of his achievements or success.  

He states that by showing unconditional   love and acceptance 

of the person - and affirming them, is key to building self-esteem.  

The prime need of people in our culture is to be loved, 

recognised, valued and accepted.  

 

Continued overleaf ... 

“Grief isn’t about closure, nor is 

it something to overcome or 

get past. It’s something to lean 

into, to embrace.”                 

Arianna Huffington 

Grief is about the sense of loss 

we experience in many aspects 

of our lives. Many are grieving 

as they have lost family or 

friends, jobs or security, the list 

goes on… We cannot escape 

grief and yet we try to ignore it 

often, hoping that it will go 

away. Jesus faced grief head-

on (“Jesus wept.” –  shortest 

verse in the Bible) and 

challenged our approach by 

walking to the cross Himself; and 

even there, He offered hope to 

others. As we journey this week, 

may we give thanks to God that 

we are not abandoned nor 

alone and realise that grief is 

not the end. There, in that grief, 

is the Christ-light shining and 

leading us to a better place.  

 

We are a community united. 

Be safe. God bless. 

************* 

 

 



I have a sense that St Dunstan’s College is an 

affirming place where our pupils feel they 

belong and are loved and respected.  It is also 

true that there is a real danger in our 

competitive, materialistic world that we judge 

one another according to how ‘successful’ we 

are.  Often exam and sports results form the 

major criteria by which success is measured.  

However, I feel it is critical that we affirm our 

boys and girls for their innate worth rather than 

their achievements. 

So, while we as teachers are extremely proud of 

our academic badge recipients, we recognise 

that academics is only one way of judging 

excellence. We further understand that pupils 

mature and develop at different rates. Each 

and every pupil is worthy of approval, 

recognition and we as teachers and parents 

must  continue to foster a true sense of inner self 

worth for all. 

God bless, 

Craig McIlrath 

He continues…”The tragedy is when a 

parent or teacher confuses a child with 

their academic performance.  The child 

intuitively knows that he/she can no 

longer rely on his/her amazing presence 

and that he/she will have to put 

considerable pressure on him/herself to 

gain school results in order to attract the 

attention of the parents. 

Darkness descends on his/her interior 

world and academic success becomes 

the substitute way of gaining some kind 

of approval.  However, the problem with 

the addiction to success is that you are 

only as good as your last success, and 

you are terrified that the next time you 

may not succeed. 

The pupil who is mature and operates 

from an inner stronghold of self may well 

be disappointed with a particular test 

result, but he/she won’t be devastated.  

He/she, whilst acknowledging his/her 

disappointment will use this as an 

opportunity to grow and learn. 

The difference between the person who 

loves to learn and the person who is 

success driven is that the former views 

learning as an adventure, whilst the latter 

sees it as a strain and worry, a pressure.  

The person who is addicted will also be 

highly competitive, whereas the person 

who loves learning will be competitive 

with him or herself, which is the healthiest 

form of competition. 

Success addiction does not add to the 

security, development, productivity and 

creativity of a society.  On the contrary, it 

takes a huge toll on the well- being of 

the individual and on all others who live, 

study and work with this “driveness”. 

Society and we as parents and teachers 

have an urgent responsibility to restore a 

love of learning and to ensure that each 

child is loved and respected 

unconditionally. 

The difference between the person who loves 

to learn and the person who is success driven is 

that the former views learning as an adventure, 

whilst the latter sees it as a strain and worry, a 

pressure.  
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Hospice Spring Collection 

(Mandela Day Collection) 

Thank you for all the donations 

received on Wednesday 

morning. The items will be 

distributed by Hospice to their 

various charity shops on the 

East Rand. The money raised is 

used by Hospice for the care 

of terminally ill patients. 

 
Slipper Day 

An amount of R1521.50 was 

raised in May when we 

supported Slipper Day, the 

money has been donated to 

Reach for a Dream 

Foundation. 

 
Tekkie Tax Day 

An amount of R800.00 was 

raised in August when we 

supported Tekkie Tax Day, the 

money has been donated to 

Life Choices Benoni, a 

registered recipient in the 

"Bring Hope" category with the 

Tekkie Tax organisation. 

 

Guide Dogs 

An amount of R745.00 was 

collected in Week 1 this term 

when we celebrated "Bishop's 

House Day". This will be added 

to the Chapel Collection and 

donated to SA Guide Dogs at 

the end of November. 

 

Thank you for your continued 

support of our various charities 

and for enabling us, as a 

school, to live up to our motto 

of "I Serve".  
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Many happy returns to the following 
pupils who celebrate their birthdays 

from the 11th September until the   
24th September 

 

 

 

Edward McLuckie, Justin Lotter,   
Dain Koen,  Orlanda Pedreiro,    

Dana Seaman, Hannah McAlpine, 
Jonathan Chandler, Bandile Luhabe, 

Neo Rakgabyane, Nadia Ablett, 
Gaby Palmer, Gia Naidoo,        

Aliyah Sharpe, Parker Middleton,  
Daniel Dewar  

Also a very Happy Birthday to       
Miss Britten and Mrs Nagy who 

celebrated their special days too 

First time on the 

Astro, first time at 

the Astro Cricket 

Nets and 

Swimming 

Lessons/Training in 

action 


